To a certain hospital a little boy of five was taken 
for surgery. At last, all was in readiness and they 
prepared to administer the anesthetic. It wouldn’t 
hurt at all, the nurse explained, he would merely 
go to sleep. “But before | go to sleep | always say 


my prayers. Could | say my prayers?” 


Yes, he could say his prayers. And there in the 
operating room, while the men and women in 
white stood by, a little boy of five clasped his 
hands, closed his eyes, and prayed: “Now I lay 
me down to sleep; | pray thee, Lord, my soul to 
keep. If | should die before | wake, | pray thee, 


Lord, my soul to take. Amen.” 


The prayer over, the masks adjusted, and the 
operation was under way. But the doctors and 
nurses there that day had witnessed something 
they would not soon forget. Through the eyes of a 
little boy, they had looked up into the face of God. 
They had seen a living faith. 
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| NOT prencen 


8 hoe university I attended as a student is a liberal and enlightened 
school. We took pride in our advanced outlook on current issues. 


Members of my fraternity carried placards condemning Mr. McCarthy 
during his book burning compaign. I remember a rousing bonfire 
where we roasted Jim Crow in effigy as a reply to a Southern university 
that would not let our colored football player appear on their grid- 
iron. To prove our tolerance, our fraternity often asked the Negro 
athlete to lunch. The conversation was particularly friendly at that 
time. And several arms would reach out with their flaming lighters 
when our guest picked up a cigarette. Yes, at this liberal and enlight- 
ened university, my fraternity was the most liberal and enlightened 
outfit on campus. 


One fall, I remember, we were having some difficulty with our 
“rushing” campaign. (“Rushing’’ means asking the new students on 
campus to a party or “smoker” at our fraternity house. The purpose, 
of course, was to look them over in search of those whom we might 
wish to invite into our club.) We were most generous with our 
invitations for membership. Yet, oddly enough, that particular fall 
quite a small number of invitations were accepted. Frankly, we were 
considered too liberal for our own good. We were downright ‘‘radical’’ 
as another outfit put it. 


But we did have a mortgage on the house. Consequently, we began 
to invite guests for our ‘‘smokers’ from lists of students that none 
of our members had met before. There was one name in particular 
that excited considerable interest. It was John Charles Whitney from 
New York City. None of us had met John Charles personally, but 


by OLIVER ANDRESEN 


everyone had heard of the Whitneys from New York and knew what 
kind of people they were. Therefore, John Charles Whitney was 
invited for the following Saturday afternoon. 

I will not attempt to describe our surprise when Mr. Whitney 
arrived. He was an eighteen-year old Negro with an expression of 
astonishment on his face comparable only to our own. He asked twice 
while coming in the door whether he was at the correct address. He 
entered the crowded livingroom as the conversation died into astounded 
silence. 

One of our younger members—a newer member—began to show 
Mr. Whitney the fraternity scrapbook which was opened on the library 
table. This younger brother had apparently taken our late evening 
liberal bull sessions more literally than was advisable, He misunder- 
stood, or at least ignored, the frowns and shaking heads of some of 
the more experienced members in the room. 

A hasty meeting in the kitchen was called immediately. A moment 
or two later our president asked Mr. Whitney to join a group of 
older members upstairs. 

I don’t know what they told him, but in ten minutes or so he came 
down the stairs again, staring straight ahead. Speaking to no one, he 
went from our house quickly and quietly. 

On his way through the vestibule, he passed a placard which had 
been part of our regalia in a protest rally against a certain reactionary 
congressman who had come to town. The younger brother and | 
looked at the placard and then at one another. Jn red letters on white 
the placard said: USA FOR THE DIGNITY OF MAN. 


LLA president, Judy Ford (fur trimme 
suit) and Augustana Luther League pres 
dent, Barry Olson (light suit) visit Senate 
Kennedy (Dem., Mass.) at his office wit 
other United Christian Youth Movemer 
members during recent trip to Washing 
ton. The senator is apparently listenin 
to a question from somebody on th 
camera side of his office. Judging fro 
the facial expressions of the UCYM dele 
gates, he’s going to need a good answe 
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ideas that worked 


‘57 Biggest Delegation 
Plans Rerun 


Convention time is here again. 
Will your league be represented at 
Cornell this August? We know that 
the Luther League of Saint Luke, 
Silver Spring, Maryland, will be out 
in force! 

Two years ago at the Kansas con- 
vention the Saint Luke delegation was 
the largest from any single church. 
We are trying for that position again 
this year. 

We are having fun getting to Cor- 
nell. Most leagues are faced with fi- 
nancial problems in getting to the 
convention. We have found ways to 
faise money while everyone has a good 
time. Our congregation is acquainted 
with our goal and it backs us 100%. 

We began by holding monthly 
paper drives. By getting a sizeable 
group, some cars, trucks and trailers, 
We raised an average of $15 to $20 
for each Saturday’s work. 

Perhaps our biggest project was a 
variety show. We did everything our- 
selves with practically no adult super- 
vision. We made approximately $120 
after expenses. Leaguers also enter- 
tained at a men’s banquet, washed 


and simonized cars, and babysat. Such 
projects go on almost every week, 

Our other big project was a pre- 
Lenten square dance. We decorated 
our parish hall like a barn, right down 
to hay bales borrowed from a nearby 
riding stable. The adults enjoyed 
themselves as much as the teenagers 
did and the Cornell fund was fat- 
tened by $80. 

The money we earn pays transpor- 
tation costs for our convention-bound 
leaguers. Whatever is left over will 
be refunded equally on registration 
fees. 


Film Festival 

On Sunday, March 1, a film festival 
was held at Trinity Lutheran Church, 
Fort Erie, Canada. All the films, with 
the exception of one, concerned league 
work. Film festival’s purpose was to 
familiarize the local leagues with the 
use Of films to assist them in present- 
ing topics for the five divisions. Be- 
tween films there were discussions. 
The day was brought to a close with 
singing as fifty-two leaguers prepared 
to depart for home. 
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... at Holy Trinity, Bellerose, New York 


Two outstanding events were on a recent agenda for Luther Leaguer: 
of Bellerose, New York. The first was evangelism visitation of 32 pros. 
pective and lapsed members. The second was a Japanese missions night. 
complete with decorations, authentic folk music, refreshments, guests 
sitting on the floor without shoes, a film strip on Japanese youth, and ar 
offering for the youth camp in Japan. 


Callers 
start 
out 
two 

by 


two 


prospective 
member 

is 
visited 


Japanese decorations 
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CHURCH WORKERS NEEDED NOW 
25,000 
400 


Ordained Ministry (National Council of Churches) .... 
Synods of ULCA (197 ULCA seminary graduates this June) 
Parish Staff (men and women) 

Welfare 

Overseas Missions (lay personnel) 


Education, Editorial, etc. 


NEEDED BY 1975—75% INCREASE 


Ordained Ministry (Protestant) 
ULCA Pastors 


“Men Working” Urges Projects 
' Something unusual in the line of 
filmstrips is being prepared by the 
‘Central Pennsylvania synod in coop- 
‘eration with the Board of Foreign 
Missions, ULCA. The film is not for 
entertainment. It is a work guiding 
filmstrip to stimulate local groups into 
planning an overseas project. 

The 45-frame color film strip, “Men 
Working at Missions,” on sale for 
'$10, will be released July 1. Advance 
‘orders should be placed with Mr. 
'Louis Fatte, 107 Rockwood Avenue, 


‘York, Penna. 


NC President's Conference 


The Luther League of North Caro- 
lina, in order to better acquaint Luther 
League presidents with the program of 
‘the Luther League, held their second 
annual state presidents’ conference re- 
cently. One hundred twenty-one 
leaguers participated in the conference 


168,750 
3,500 


Other Professional Workers—1-2 million for each profession 


at Augsburg Lutheran Church, Wins- 
ton-Salem. 

Patterned after the LLA officers’ 
conference, the president’s conference 
included presentations of the five-point 
program by each of the five divisional 
secretaries. In buzz groups the rich ex- 
periences and ideas of the leaguers 
were shared. Problems concerning 
stewardship, service projects, the fund- 
raising statement, program ideas, and 
how to create and sustain interest and 
co-operation were discussed. 

Also on the agenda were greetings 
from LLA secretary Sue Culp and a 
financial presentation from the finance 
committee. 

The Saturday night banquet was 
highlighted by an address by Profes- 
sor Raymond Strunk, assistant profes- 
sor of business administration at 
Lenoir Rhyne College. He challenged 
the leaguers to put forth equal 
amounts of prayer and perspiration in 
whatever they do. 
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“Posse” Gathers Leaguers 


For the past few years the Texas- 
Louisiana Luther League has been de- 
veloping a Posse program based on 
caravaning. The Posse visits leagues 
in Texas and Louisiana, trying to help 
them with their problems. Usually the 
visits last for one or two days. Even 
though the visits are short, much is 
accomplished. 

Before visiting a league the Posse 
chairman sends out questionnaires to 
the leagues asking what special help 
they need. Through this questionnaire 
the Posse team is able to concentrate 
on what each league needs most. 

The Posse also tries to bring new 
ideas to the leagues by showing them 
a variety of ways to hold their meet- 
ings, present topics, and carry out 
programs. The Posse tries to help the 
leagues during the winter while LLA 
caravaners are not in circulation. 


Central Penn News 


Juniata Conference held its first 
worshop of 1959 at Thompsonville. 
Attendance of the area churches was 
excellent. Having based the workshop 
on the five-fold program the officers 
of the conference and two leaguers, 
one each from Harrisburg and Al- 
toona, led the various discussion 
gtoups. Discussions lasted approxi- 
mately two hours, after which a light 
meal was served by the host church. 

Stewardship rallies have been held 
in the four districts of the conference. 
These programs included the color film 
strip “It's Your League” and discus- 
sions by each conference officer. 

The ever-active East Penn Confer- 
ence had its finest of rallies recently 
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when Zion, Penbrook, was host to the 
EPC evangelism rally. More than 260 
leaguers and their advisors packed the 
church’s social hall to hear the Rev. 
Edworth Korte, chaplain of Gettys- 
burg College, speak on evangelism. 
Robert Trullinger of Zion, Penbrook. 
EPC evangelism secretary, was in 
charge. At the business meeting the 
Penbrook church regained the attend- 
ance banner for churches with mor 
than 300 in the congregation. Moet 
than forty of its members were in at- 
tendance. St. John’s, Lykens, retained 
the banner for smaller churches. 


Recently Good Shepherd, Paxtang., 
held a roller skating party at a loca 
rink with approximately 50 persons 
attending the fun session. 

Zion, Penbrook, presented a sho 
at the Elizabethtown crippled chil 
dren’s hospital. The combined ag 
groups of that church also provide 
a Thanksgiving dinner complete wit 
trimmings to a needy family in th 
congregation. 

Approximately 100 leaguers attend 
ed the semi-formal dance sponsore 
by the Williamsport District Luthe 
League on January 2. The decorations 
in a New Year’s theme, were done by 
St. Luke’s, St. John’s, and Redeeme 
leaguers, Williamsport. Refreshment 
were served by Bethany League, Mon 
toursville. 


Music was provided by the ‘‘Sunligh 
Serenaders” while leaguers danced b 
candlelight. At 12 o'clock the leaguer 
worshipped together in the churc 
sanctuary. The Rev. Charles Delane 
was liturgist and the Rev. Fred Shill 
ing delivered the sermon. 


Hellam Parish league recently had 
a luncheon and worship service for the 
church council members and _ their 
wives. Time was set aside to ask the 


council questions concerning the 
church and youth’s responsibilities 
in it. 


Dating, church practices, school- 
church-home relationships, and sex 
were some of the topics discussed re- 
cently at a meeting of Christ, Shrews- 
bury league, in which the leaguers 
questioned a panel of adults, seeking 
a better understanding between the 
youth of the church and their parents 
and elders. 

St. John’s Lutheran Church, Clear- 
field, was the scene of East Allegheny 
Conference’s recent missions rally. 
Guest speaker Bob Menges, LLA vice 


Kitchener Komo Kompany 


“The Peare Komo Show” opened 
at St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church, 
Kitchener, on Saturday, February 7, 
to an audience of 350 people. The 
Kitchener conference Luther League 
of the Canada synod had arranged 
with Peare (Graham Farquhar, Kitch- 
ener) and his guest star Peppermint 
Patti Page (Sandra Brown, Elmira) to 
appear, and a program of music and 


EVENTS 


OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENT 


The Luther League of Amer- 
ica biennial convention will 


be held at Cornell University, 
Ithaca, New York, August 17- 
22, 1959. 


president, presented a skit emphasiz- 
ing the importance of the Lutheran 
home and overseas missions programs. 
Following the skit, a supper was serv- 
ed in the church social hall. 162 
leaguers attended. 

EAC’s first semi-formal dance, the 
‘Snowflake Ball’? was held at Juniata, 
Altoona. Music was provided by the 
Hollidaysburg high school dance 
band. 


laughter—plus commercials—was en- 
joyed by all. 

Some of the acts were “The John’s 
Boys’ quartet singing barber shop and 
minstrel numbers, providing competi- 
tion for the “Four Lads.’ The Latin- 
American band dubbed “The Brazil- 
ianno” stole all rights on the Oscar 
for lighting effects. There was a Fred- 
dy the Freeloader (Henry Fischer, 
Kitchener) pantomime; a magician 
(Ken Diebel, Waterloo) whose tricks 
flopped to the great amusement of the 
audience; a comedy skit including 
singing waitresses and Charlestoners 
and the Lichtensteiner Polka. Twelve 
leaguers participated in the show and 
to see everyone working together was 
a great reward. 


Performers, left to right, 
are Roy Herman, Don Rutz, 
Carl Eicholz and Jim Armitage. 
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1959-60 Youth Associate 

Appointment of the new “LLA 
Youth Associate’ was recently an- 
nounced by Executive Secretary Leslie 
Conrad, Jr. He will be Alexander J. 
Daly, Jr., 29, of Jersey City, New 
Jersey. 

“AI” is a graduate of Lenoir Rhyne 
College, Hickory, North Carolina. He 
is currently a student at the Lutheran 
Theological Seminary in Gettsyburg, 
Pennsylvania. The Seminary faculty 
has granted him a year’s leave-of-ab- 
sence in order for him to participate 
as the third LLA Youth Associate. 

Former Youth Associates have been 
Mr. Gustave Wedemeyer, Jr. (1957- 
58), a 1959 graduate of Mt. Airy 
Seminary, Philadelphia, and Mr. 
Charles H. Lewis (1958-59), a stu- 
dent from Maywood Seminary, Chi- 
cago. Chuck Lewis is continuing with 
LLA until September 1. 

Al Daly is a member of Redeemer 
Church, Jersey City, the Rev. Edwin J. 
Grubbs, pastor. He was active in his 
congregation and_ district Luther 
League and served the New Jersey 
Synodical League as Evangelism Chair- 
man. In 1954 Al was an LLA Cara- 
vaner, visiting congregations and 
camps in Minnesota. While enrolled in 
Lenoir Rhyne, he served as a LINCer, 
the North Carolina Luther League 
synodical caravan program. 

Following his high school gradu- 
ation, Al worked for several years as a 
Statistical Clerk in a large New York 
City firm. This past year, while a 
junior in Gettysburg Seminary, he has 
done field work at Redeemer Church, 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, the Rev. 
Herbert Cressman, pastor. Al will be- 
gin his work June 1, representing LLA 
at several synodical conventions. 
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Youth Work in India 


The youth movement of the Tamil 
Evangelical Lutheran Church is called 
the Christava Sishya Sangam, popular: 
ly known as the C.S.S. The T.E.L.C. 
is one of the few Indian churches 
which provides a full time secretary 
for youth work. He maintains active 
contact with the branches, not only 
through periodical visits, but alse 
through “‘Seithi Kathir’ (news bulle- 
tin) which he sends out once every 
two months. 


The C.S.S. also has five honorary 
regional secretaries who follow up the 
work of the general secretary in theit 
respective regions. The Sangam is gov- 
erned by an executive committee com- 
prised of 10 members. 

Various conferences are held during 
the year and the last week of October 
is observed as C.S.S. week. It conducts 
special workshops and conducts liter- 
ary prize competitions every year. It 
also supplies New Testaments and 
Bibles to deserving members whe 
could not otherwise afford to buy 
them. 
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Usually when a Luther League is in the midst of a project, 
or about to start one, its members have great joy in their work 
and are willing to do it. We were very willing but our faces 
did not express joy. Our project was a job with sorrow. 

In the midst of Christmas plans we of Holy Trinity Luther 
League, Little Falls, N. Y., were deeply shocked. The death of 
our beloved pastor, the Rev. George Billy, occurred December 8. 

Immediately the various church organizations of Holy Trinity 
held emergency meetings concerning the many problems of the 
newly developed situation at hand. The Luther League also had 
a meeting. We decided to give as much of our time as possible 
to the situation at hand. We went to the president of the con- 
gregation and asked where we could help. 

Quickly we went to work, A schedule was made for setting 
time spaces to be on hand at the parsonage. Phone calls were 
answered and messages were relayed by the leaguer who was on 
duty. At the church the girls served lunch to the many ministers 
who came. Some of the boys stood out doors before the memo- 
rial services and helped the older people up the high and icy 
church steps and gave directions to strangers. 

When the final minutes of the funeral came, we felt we had 
given some final tribute to our deceased servant of God. 

PRESIDENT BOB MIZERAK, 
HOLY TRINITY LUTHER LEAGUE 


school for dancing. Refreshments were 
served and devotions followed. 
Bible class and church were first on 


Deep Freeze in Canada 
The temperature in Canada drop- 


ping to 20° below zero did not freeze 

the spirits of 108 leaguers who trav- 
-eled to Grace Lutheran Church, Egan- 
ville, in February for “operation deep 
freeze.’’ The weekend was opened with 
prayer, a pot luck supper, and an hour 
of singing—to warm up everyone. The 
leaguers split into two groups—one 
went sliding while the other went 
sleigh riding. Later in the evening 
they changed activities. 


* In the evening the wet, tired, and 
frozen leaguers filed into the public 


the agenda for Sunday. In the after- 
noon the leaguers went to a local arena 
for ice skating. A closing banquet was 
held in the evening. 

One car from Ottawa broke down 
23 miles outside of the city limits and 
some reshuffing of passengers was 
done. If some enterprising leaguer 
would have been prepared he could 
have sold hot water bottles for over 
$10. When eggs freeze in a heated 
car, think how cold it must be in an 
unheated car. 
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Convention in Alberta 


‘Remember! Christ . . . for You!” 
Alberta Conference (Western Canada) 
leaguers will recognize this as the 
theme of their recent convention at 
St. Paul’s, Ellerslie. It was the basis of 
all presentations, aiming toward in- 
spiring ‘leaguers to a more intense per- 
sonal spiritual life. Business was con- 
ducted with efficiency by the president, 
Erich Berendt. 

Each session opened with devotions 
and each evening ended with worship. 
A series of Bible studies were con- 
ducted by Pastors F. W. Lenz, W. C. 
Schmauch, and R. C. Sedo. 

The underlying purpose of a Luth- 
er League—to bring youth to Christ— 
was defined in three ways. At the first 
session, Margaret Good presented the 
poster series “Your League and You.” 
(This series is available free for use 
by leagues and congregations of the 
Western Canada synod. Write to 
WCLL president Roy Oswald at the 
seminary.) At succeeding sessions, 
each divisional secretary gave a brief 
presentation of the basic meaning of 
that division. Divisional displays gave 
leaguers further visual application. 

A lighter note was added by a tal- 
ented group of “Golden Spike Leag- 
uers’”” who advertised LUTHER LIFE 
and High Ideals during meals, in the 
midst of business, etc. Several leaguers 
participated in a drama festival. 

WCLL sent a very charming and 
able representative in the person of 
Helene Ulrich. She presented the pro- 
posed reorganization of the WCLL 
program so well that delegates voted 
unanimously in favor of it. 

Aad then the banquet—excellent 
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food and service—speeches by out-go- 
ing president Erich Berendt and presi- 
dent-elect Otto Gloeckler—awarding 
of drama festival cups—flashbulbs 
popping—floodlights too strong for 
the wiring of the church—Christian 
vocation presentation. 

At the vesper service, conducted by 
ACLL pastoral advisor, Rev. R. G. 
Sedo, newly elected officers were in- 
stalled. They are Otto Gloeckler, presi- 
dent; Jake Lange, vice president; 
Esther Marinoske, recording secretary; 
Valerie Grams, corresponding secre- 
tary; Herb Lenz, treasurer; and Rev. 
Louis Schoepp, pastoral advisor. 


Canada Copy 


St. John’s, Montreal, has formed a 
bowling club which meets every sec- 
ond Sunday afternoon of the month. 
In January the league planned a sports 
trip. Skating, skiing, toboganning, and 
horse back riding were on the agenda. 

St. John’s league, Arnprior, is hav- 
ing a series of topics on various de- 
nominations. Recently the leaguers 
went to visit sick and shut-ins of the 
congregation. 

The leaguers of St. Peter’s league, 
Ottawa, decided that instead of ex- 
changing Christmas gifts this year, 
each leaguer should donate 50c to- 
ward buying a Bible for a Luther 
Leaguer who is in the Ottawa royal 
sanitorium, 

A successful and enjoyable Christ- 
mas party was held by Petawawa 
leaguers. Twenty-four leaguers were 
divided into groups which went ou 
to read the Christmas story and sing 
carols to the elderly and shut-in mem- 
bers of the congregation. (This prove 
profitable to one group who received 
chocolates for their sweet music. ) 


The Church Enlarged 


The Walther League Messenger, 
youth magazine of the Lutheran 
Church-Missouri Synod, was named 
recipient of the 1958 Freedoms Foun- 
dation George Washington honor 
medal. It received its reward for its 
editorial material in the past year re- 
lating citizenship to Christian living. 

e 

General Lyman L. Lemnitzer, 59, 
takes over the top Army position on 
June 30, when he becomes the Army 
Chief of Staff. A Lutheran who grew 
up in Honesdale, Pennsylvania, he at- 
tended St. John’s Lutheran Church 
(ULCA) there. 


Steven Peterson, 16, was one of the 
dozen Boy Scouts from across the 
nation who presented their organiza- 
tion’s “Annual Report to the Presi- 
dent” recently. An Eagle Scout with 
Explorer Post 15 in Topeka, Kansas, 
he has been in Scouting since 1950. 
He is a sophomore in high school and 
sings in the choir at First Lutheran 
Church in Topeka. 


James A. Johnson, the 14-year old 
boy who almost became the first Negro 
page boy in Congress, found friends 


cf 
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in a Lutheran church in the nation’s 
capital. James was an acolyte in Salem 
Lutheran Church, Chicago. Now he is 
serving as an acolyte in Augustana 
Lutheran Church, Washington, which 
is also interracial. 
e 

The Church’s concern is for all 
people despite race, cultural back- 
ground, economic condition. Here are 
the people we should be serving in 
the United States: 343,410 American 
Indians; 84,956 Japanese; 117-629 
Chinese; 14,089 Indians in Alaska; 
15,882 Eskimos in Alaska; 5,135,333 
Spanish-American and Mexican-Amer- 
icans in five southwestern states. 

Officials of the Esso education foun- 
dation in New York have announced 
that St. Olaf college, Northfield, 
Minn., will share in their 1958-59 
grant program which totals nearly a 
million and a half dollars. 


A leader in national student work 
feels that a change in attitude concern- 
ing religion has taken place on the 
campuses of America’s colleges and 
universities. He says there is “renewed 
interest in the possibilities of religion 
restoring a sense of moral responsi- 
bility and high incentive to students.” 


LETTERS FROM A PRESIDENT 


MARYLAND 


Jack Trautwein, TKE House, 223 
Carlisle St., Gettysburg, Pennsyl- 
vania 


» Lying mainly within the state of 
Maryland, the Maryland synod Luther 
League is eleventh in size according 


to active membership in the Luther 
League of America. Our total enroll- 
ment is 2709 of which 1713 are ac- 
tive leaguers. These leaguers repre- 
sent 94 congregations and six districts. 

In order to operate such a synod we 
have a $5,000.00 budget which is 
broken down as follows: LLA appor- 
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tionment $3,597.30; synod camp fund 
$500; CALL program $400; and pro- 
gram service $502.70. 

Of course, we, as many other synods, 
have the ever important problem of 
meeting our budget and LLA appor- 
tionment. This year we have set up a 
financial study committee to study our 
financial system which is based on the 
pledge system. 

During our synodical year we have 
four participation programs on _ the 
synodical level, three of which are for 
the leaguers and the other for the dis- 
trict and synod officers. The year starts 
with the annual convention held at 
Gettysburg college over Labor Day 
weekend. The theme this year is 
“Youth Answers God’s Call.” 

Our second event of the year follows 
early in the month of October. This is 
the officers’ workshop which is for the 
training of both district and synod of- 
ficers. Our next program is the May 
retreat. Last year we had over 200 
leaguers attending the retreat. The 
final event is sponsored by the com- 
mittee on Luther League of the Mary- 
land synod. It is a summer school 
which is held for a week at Hood col- 
lege. During this week credited courses 
are given to both leaguers and ad- 
VISOFs. 

We are not a synod without prob- 
lems. I believe our biggest problem is, 
and has been, the ability to contact and 
work with the congregational league. 
This year we are trying to solve this 
problem through various means. 

First, we have had, and still do have, 
a poor synod-district relationship. This 
is being bashed out at a number of 
round table meetings with district 
presidents and the synodical Luther 
League executive committee. 
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Second is the acquiring of an ac- 
curate mailing list—a seemingly im- 
possible task. A special person has 
been appointed for this task, and a 
new system is being formed. This sys- 
tem is based on a month by month 
program in which we send mailing list 
forms to the congregational leagues 
who have elections in that particular 
month. 


Third, for the purpose of Creating 
Active Luther Leagues we have be- 
gun this year the CALL program, a 
miniature caravaning program. We 
trained 16 CALLers at a briefing ses- 
sion during the Christmas holidays to 
visit 28 congregational leagues. 

Fourth, another new innovation to 
our program has been an activities cal- 
endar, This calendar is for the purpose 
of program suggestions and district 
and synod program promotion. 

Fifth, more emphasis has been 
placed on our newspaper, “The 
Leaguers Light.” Through this we are 
trying to make our main contact with 
the congregational league. 

Finally, we have changed the pro- 
gram year of the five-fold program. 
Now we are working from January 
to January—for two reasons. First, 
this gives the new secretaries a chance 
to work with an already set up pro- 
gram until they can get into the swin 
of things. Second, we can use the new 
emphasis of each division from th 
President’s conference in the yea 
round program. 

From the past and the present le 
us glance at the future. We are look 
ing forward to some of the following 
district-wide advisor workshops; dis 
trict-wide officers’ workshops; an em 
phasis on the five-fold program; an 
a follow up to our CALL program. 


NEW JERSEY 


While New Jersey is not the larg- 
est state in area in these United States 
we do boast a good size number of 
Luther Leaguers. At the close of last 
year’s count our total amounted to 
about 1400. This was an increase of 
almost 400 over the previous year’s 
total, but not near our potential mem- 
bership of 2,000. 


The Luther League of New Jersey 
is one of the “younger” members of 
LLA. We have been formally organ- 
ized with our synod for only the last 
five years. I might add, however, that 
there has been a Luther League in 
New Jersey for 65 years before that. 
We spent the first few years in the 
building up of the organizational part 
of the program and our present set-up 
of conferences seems to be working 
out just fine. 


In fact, everything seemed to be 
fine. Then we decided that something 
had to be done about the promotion 
of the five-fold program of LLA in 
our synod. Here is what is happening 
now. Our synodical ‘Newsletter’, 
which is sent to all pastors, presidents 
and advisors and interested leaguers, 
has almost doubled its circulation. It 
now goes to about 500 persons each 
month. It went from a four page news 
‘letter to a fourteen page information 
sheet with skits, devotional helps, 
suggested worship services, and the 
like. Where does all this material 
come from? It comes from the five 
fold committees of the LL of NJ. The 
standing committees have been ‘‘busy 
as beavers’ writing material that will 
“be of aid to the local leagues. 

Our evangelism committee is pub- 
lishing an ‘‘Evangelism Tool Kit’’ con- 
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taining information that congregation- 
al Luther Leagues can use when they 
conduct every-member visitations and 
membership drives. More important, 
it contains information on what the 
league can do to participate in the 
congregational evangelism program. 

The missions committee has just 
completed its January emphasis and 
is working on its presentation for the 
coming convention. The social action 
committee will present a 20 minute 
playlet entitled “The Green People” 
to the convention in September. The 
Christian vocation committee has been 
busy traveling around the state giving 
presentations to conference and area 
rallies. The recreation committee is 
planning two big events for the year— 
one our annual state picnic and the 
other a workshop-evaluation weekend 
for the executive committee. 


Each of these mentioned commit- 
tees along with other members of the 
executive committee has presented 
programs to pastors and advisors in 
the state, giving them outlines of the 
things to come during the year. 

We in New Jersey are about to em- 
bark on another adventure. It is one 
of a “youth visits youth direct evan- 
gelism program,” or commonly refer- 
red to as caravaning. Mission congre- 
gations are popping up all over our 
synod. Many of the leagues that now 
exist are in need of synodical assis- 
tance to boost their programs. Many 
thanks to the s/s leagues that have 
given us much valuable information. 

During the past year the executive 
committee has been active in the pro- 
gram of the United Christian Youth 
Movement in New Jersey. While we 
have not officially united with them we 
are anticipating a closer relationship. 
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were not just 
playing with words 


by PAUL HOH 


THE SIGNBOARD 


All of Smallville was buzzing. The first Negro family had moved 
into their quiet New England town. Smallville had long been known for 
the rugged independence of its democratic views and the sterm right- 
eousness of its Christian conscience. No problem of a welcome for 
the Negroes here. 

The problem, indeed, was of a different sort. So the pastors of 
the three churches in Smallville agreed as they met in the Village Tea 
Shop for their morning coffee. Each had long preached the universal 
love of God which knows no racial barriers. Each had secretly longed 
for a test case, a family which wasn’t of 200-year New England stock. 

Not that the citizens weren't fully agreed on their views. Art 
Albert, pastor of St. Andrew’s, assured the others, “It would just 
be such a help in making the idea become a reality for everyone, 
including the three of us!” 

Pastor Barker of St. Bartholomew’s was just as eager to see the 
family join his church. “Right you are, Art,” he said, draining his 
coffee cup, slapping Pastor Albert on the back playfully, and rising 
from the table, all in one motion. ‘I have a few things that just 
can’t wait, especially with Sunday so close. I'll see you around.” 

The others grinned and saluted their good-byes. Pastor Albert 
hunched closer over the table. “I'd give you odds I know where he’s 
headed for.” 

“No bet,” chuckled the third member of the trio. “He’s off to 
be a living example of the Christian helpfulness all the kindly parish- 
ioners of St. Bart’s show to new folks moving in.’’ Chuck Carlson, 
pastor of St. Christopher’s seemed amused but unconcerned as he 
grinned at his colleague, then motioned to the waitress for another 
cup of coffee. 

“Well,” Pastor Albert admitted a bit sheepishly, ‘I was planning 
on dropping by this afternoon myself. Today's Friday, so there’s no 
time to lose. Whichever church snags the newcomers for this Sun- 
day will have the inside track when they decide to join.” 

Pastor Carlson shrugged a noncommital reply. 


17 


18 


“Now look here,” Pastor Albert persisted, his coffee getting cold 
and his collar a trifle hot. “You don’t mean to say you're not going 
to visit them before Sunday, do you?” 

“Actually,” Chuck answered, “I thought I'd work a little extra 
hard on my sermon for this week so that when they come, they'll be 
impressed and keep coming.” 

"If they come, you mean.” Pastor Albert had missed the mis- 
chievous twinkle in Pastor Carlson’s eyes. ““Well, you do it your way 
and I'll try mine—and may the better man win!’ And on this note 
they parted. 

Sunday dawned at precisely the same time it would have anyway. 
It was as though God didn’t take quite such a serious view of the sig- 
nificance of the day, thought Pastor Albert wryly as he dressed. 

It wasn’t such a special day after all—at least not for St. Andrew's. 
For the Negro family didn’t appear at the service. 

“Well,” Art Albert told his wife, ‘it was a cordial call Friday. 
I had hoped. But that’s how it goes sometimes.” 

Pastor Barker had similar musings as he walked home from St. 
Bartholomew's. Of course, it wasn’t the nicest of days—perhaps the 
new family was too tired. In fact, they might not be church people 
at all. Well, try again next week. 

But that thought was shattered by the news his wife had when 
he arrived at the parsonage. “I just heard from Mrs. Weber next 
door that the new family went to St. Christopher's this morning.” 

A puzzled shake of the head, a hurried phone call to Pastor Albert, 
and the two men were on their way to the Carlson home, next door 
to St. Christopher's Church. 

“T can’t understand it,” Pastor Albert said wistfully as they hur- 
ried along. “I know Chuck didn’t can on them. I wonder why they 
chose .. .”” He stopped in front of the bulletin board with the familiar 
St. Christopher’s Church, Smallville on the top. Painted below in 
small, neat letters was a new line: The Integrated Church. It couldn't 
have been added since church-time. 

The two pastors looked at it, then at each other, dumbfounded. 
Then almost in step they strode to the parsonage porch and rang the 
bell insistently. 


"I thought you two would be over,” Pastor Carlson greeted them. 
“Come on in and have some coffee before dinner.” 

They contained their questions till sugar was dissolved in one 
cup and cream stirred into another. Then Art could wait no longer. 

“When did you change your signboard?” he demanded. 

“I think the painter was doing it about the time we were drink- 
ing coffee Friday,’ Chuck Carlson replied contentedly. 

“But your church didn’t have any Negro members then,” ac- 
cused Bob Barker, puzzled and almost angry. 

“Not only Negroes, but orientals, too,” Chuck answered. “Thou- 
sands of each, if you really want to know. Of course, most of them 
are in Our missions in Africa, Japan, India—all over in fact. But some 
are in this country. And they're all members of our Church.” 

“But they don’t count. I mean, that’s just being tricky, playing 
with words,”’ protested Pastor Albert. 

“Not at all. Pastor Carlson smiled. “You know, I’ve learned 
something in thinking about this. If the Church is really one—the 
one body of Christ—then my church, and yours, too, have been inte- 
grated all along. Each time we approach the Lord’s Table there is a 
Negro kneeling on one side, an oriental on the other. The ninety-five 
white throats straining in song each Sunday morning are only part 
of the chorus that swells this Church with music. It’s a ‘‘mixed choir’ 
—not only of men and women, but of black and yellow, white and 
brown, of all nations, all tongues. . . .’’ He stopped, embarrassed at 
having said so much that his fellow-pastors knew so well already. 
There was a minute of silence. 

“T've never thought of it quite like that,” Pastor Albert said 
finally. “I just hope I can help my people to understand all that it 
means.” Pastor Barker nodded his head. 

“Don’t take it so hard.’’ Pastor Carlson’s serious mood was over. 
“The signboard won first round, to be sure, but the father of the 
family told me this morning they were going to worship in each church 
before they joined any.” He had to laugh at the way the others’ faces 
brightened. 

“By the way,” he added, “I thought I’d drop in on the family 
tomorrow afternoon!”’ 
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ees June when you are applaud- 
ing your favorite graduate , a 
proud Bantu tribesman in Africa will 
be painting his! 

He will smear the happy lad’s face 
with certain designs that signify the 
family to which he belongs. A few 
more dabs will portray the animal 
held sacred by the boy’s clan. And, if 
the lad has learned his work well, 
additional blobs of home-made paint 
will announce his chosen profession 
—warrior, hunter, craftsman, priest. 

On the other side of the world, 
equally far from books and classrooms 
—but not examinations— the eyes of 
a few chosen Melanesian boys will 
sparkle as bones are inserted through 
their noses—symbols of their having 
reached the estate of manhood, with 
its privileges and responsibilities. 


JUNE 
GRADUATES 


by NELSON SYKES 
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elsewhere it is a 
question of survival 


A Rigorous Test 


Some young men on nearby islands 
must endure much more. Having spent 
their youth accompanying their elders 
on hunting expeditions, they must 
pass one of the most rigorous tests 
ever devised for a student. 

Accompanied by two adult men 
from his family, each youth is escorted 
into the wilderness or to some moun- 
tain top far from his village. All he 
has are the clothes on his back and 
a knife—no food or tools. His kins- 
men search him for contraband, then 
leave him without a word. 

His mission: survive for one week 
and find his way back home. He must 
prove himself capable of tracking 
down and killing game, making a 
lean-to of whatever materials he can 
find, reading the stars and avoid get- 
ting killed. 

Sometimes, the boy doesn’t ae 
it—and his family is deeply shamed 


Bantu boy prepares his friend for graduation from childhood 
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But when, on the seventh day, a suc- 
cessful candidate stumbles into the 
village, dirty, exhausted and _ shiver- 
ing—what a celebration! The clan 
throws the biggest party of its exis- 
tence. The hero can do no wrong for 
the following week. He may kiss any 
girl he wishes, drop in for supper any- 
where, drink himself senseless—any- 
thing he wants. He has returned. He 
is a man. 


Native Priesthood 


If you think that’s tough, consider 
the boys who aspire to native priest- 
hood. In order to qualify as a shaman 
(medicine man), they undergo the 
same test as their less ambitious broth- 
ers, but are forbidden to eat. For a 
solid week, all they may have is water. 
And though they are unguarded they 
obey. They firmly believe that the full- 
fledged shamans can tell whether or 
not they have had food. 

This enforced hunger spell has a 
purpose. Sometime during these seven 
foodless days, the young man must 
have a ‘vision.’ He must be visited by 
a god who tells him he is shaman 
material. When he returns to the 
village, he relates his “vision” to the 
shamans, who decide whether he is 
truly among the chosen. 

Most of the candidates have the 
“vision” hunger-induced — hallucina- 
tions are common), but few possess 
the eloquence to describe it effectively. 
And the shamans, who know how im- 
portant a glib tongue is to their pro- 


WATCH for new Youth Sun- 
day materials. They’Il be an- 
nounced soon. 
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fession, soon separate the eloque: 
from the merely ambitious. 


Survival for Eskimos 


Certain Eskimos follow a somewh 
similar pattern. Like their Sou 
Pacific counterparts, they have litt 
use for what we consider formal ed 
cation. Survival is a more importa: 
subject. 

The boy who feels ready to pro 
his ability is taken far from hom 
provided with some rudimentary too 
and that queer one-seat canoe calle 
a kayak. His job, too, is to find h 
way home. He must literally padd 
his way to a diploma. 

Once he proves himself, he m: 
have a say in family matters and ser 
ously consider the idea of taking 
wife. 

As diverse as graduation ceremoni 
are around the world, they all hat 
one thing in common: the gradu 
receives gifts. These may vary fro 
the small plot of land in Australi 
aborigine gets upon having proved 
prowess to pen, watch, or typewrit 
with which you surprise your speci 
high school or college grad. All the 
gifts are rewards for having master 
the knowledge each culture consid 
most important. 


Canada and U. S. Culture 


Our own form of graduation g: 
back to the 13th century when t 
University of Paris was founded. S 
dents attended lectures until th 
teachers felt they were ready to pri 
tice the profession of their cho 
(usually medicine or law). Or 
suing the liberal arts concentrate 
a four-subject curriculum known 
the guadrivium. This consisted 


uithmetic, geometry, astronomy and 
music. Degrees were conferred only 
ifter a student had successfully de- 
“ended a thesis of his own—in Latin 
—in public. 

_ One theory has it that the four- 
cornered guadrivium is still symbo- 
ized by the rectangular hat, the mor- 
arboard, that our graduates wear. A 
more down-to-earth explanation is 
chat the peculiar shape of the hat pro- 
‘ected its wearers from rain—a boon 
0 English graduates who often at- 
-ended commencement under a threat- 
ening sky. 


Our knowledge of the gowns worn 
at commencements is more sure. Or- 
iginally devised to keep English stu- 
dents warm during lectures in dank 
halls, gowns have been retained in our 
ceremonies to this day. 


Each one is tailored to the degree 
and subject pursued. Thus, a sleeveless 
gown is worn by Bachelors of Art or 
Science; an elbow-length gown may 
be worn only by men and women who 
have earned their Master's degree; the 
Doctor of Philosophy sports a full- 


sleeved gown. And while the B.A. 
and M.A. gowns are made of worsted 
stuff, the Ph.D. walks resplendant in 
silk. 

The color of the graduate’s hood is 
significant too. If you know what field 
of study each color represents, you 
tell at a glance whether a man is an 
engineer, teacher, lawyer. For ex- 
ample, purple stands for the law; 
white, for religion; yellow, for science; 
green, for medicine; light blue, peda- 
gogy; brown, architecture; lilac, den- 
tistry; olive, pharmacy; and drab, 
business. 

Similarly, the hood lining is a tip- 
off on the school which conferred the 
degree. If, at Johnny's commencement, 
you see a professor wearing a hood 
lined with light blue and white, you 
are looking at a Columbia graduate. 
If his hood is lined with Yale blue, 
he attended Yale. Lining royal blue 
and white, with a white chevron? He 
studied at Duke University. It’s all 
a matter of what color he’s sporting. 

Which makes you wonder: maybe 
we're not so different from the Bantu, 
after all. 


The professor grimly eyed the class as he prepared to 
return a batch of examination papers. “You will remain 
seated while they are passed out,” he commanded. “If you 
were to stand, it is conceivable that you might accidentally 
form a circle—which would make me liable for arrest.” 

“Why?” chorused several voices nibbling at the bait. 


“For maintaining a dope ring.” 


The teacher had asked the class to list, in their opinion, 
the nine greatest Americans. After a while, she stopped at 


one desk and asked, “Have you finished your list yet, Bobby?” 


“Not yet,” he replied. “I can’t decide on the shortstop.” 
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by 
TERRY 
MULLINS 


INF only did the people of the 
Bible live before the days of 
television, hi-fi records, and hot rods. 
They even lived before radio and the 
Model T. Imagine yourself living i 
a world where no one had ever hear 
of moving pictures or ice cream, where 
there were no newspapers or comi 
books, no football games or baseball 
no electric lights or telephones, wher 
women wore clothes they made— 
without sewing machines. Wha 
would you have to talk about? 

A lot of changes can take place ir 
a thousand years. The people of th 
New Testament lived almost twe 
thousand years ago. David lived « 
thousand years before them. Anc 
Abraham lived about a thousand year 
before David. Most of the cities the 
lived in were destroyed long ago an 
buried under dirt so that no on 
today sees anything there but an or 
chard or a farm or a pasture. Ol 
customs disappeared, too. Thing 


which David's grandfather did seemed 
as strange in the days of Jesus as 
they do to us: “Now this was the 
custom in former times in Israel con- 
cerning redeeming and exchanging: 
to confirm a transaction, the one drew 
off his sandal and gave it to the other 
be. (Ruth: 4:7)" 

Because we want to know as much 
as we can about the people and events 
in the Bible, we spend thousands of 
dollars today digging up the cities 
which have been buried for centuries 
and studying the ruins we find there. 
The people who do this studying are 
called archaeologists. 

Usually an archaeologist is simply 
trying to find out all he can about the 
people and places of the past. He 
feels that everything he discovers will 
be of some help in understanding the 
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ways of the ancients and he hopes 
that a few of his finds may be of 
a great help. He has a fair idea be- 
fore he starts of what he probably 
will dig up—in addition to tons of 
dirt, of course—but even so, lots of 
the most important discoveries have 
been the result of finding what the 
archaeologist was not looking for. 

Mainly he wants to learn how one 
group of people lived and how their 
way of living influenced others at that 
time and the people of succeeding 
ages. To do this, he has to figure out 
just when each group lived. 


Dating What He Finds 


Monuments with dates on them 
are fine, but there are very few of 
them. Letters which speak of kings 
whose dates we know are also quite 
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helpful, but there aren't many of these 
either. 

The things he finds of the greatest 
importance are old broken pots and 
dishes. A cracked jug which some 
poor farmer tossed on the junk heap 
three thousand years ago will be dug 
up by,,a modern archaeologist and 
handled as carefully as if it were the 
finest crystal. He brushes the dirt off 
with a camel’s hair brush, but gently, 
gently. He takes pictures of the jug 
from several directions and has an 
artist sketch it to scale. He washes it 
as if it were a baby. Then he goes 
back to the junk heap to look for 
more. 

No, he isn’t crazy. Honest he isn’t. 
The pottery used by any tribe or na- 
tion at a certain time is all fairly well 
alike. Once he learns to recognize that 
type of pottery, he can tell it wher- 
ever it appears. If he finds Sth cen- 
tury Judean pottery in Egypt, he 
knows that there must have been trade 
between those two countries at that 
time. He may also be able to date the 
Egyptian jars found with it as in the 
Sth century, too. Thus, pottery is most 
important. This method of dating 
pottery is one of the best and most 
accurate ways we know. 


If you still are not convinced that 
changes in the style of jugs and dishes 
could be used in this way, think about 
our own day and the automobiles we 
drive. You can tell an American car, 
for example, from foreign cars very 
easily. You don’t even need the whole 
car. Pick up a fin or a grill and you 
can frequently tell whether it is from 
an American car or a German make. 
You can even tell the very year of the 
car in many cases if you know auto- 
mobiles well enough. That is the way 
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the archaeologist studies pottery 
Sometimes he can pick up an unusu 
jar handle and go on to tell where 
came from, what age it represent 
and whether it was used by a simp! 
peasant or a nobleman. 

The archaeologist finds othe 
things, too, naturally. He digs u 
bones and buildings, baubles, bangle: 
and beads. As the workers dig, th 
archaeologist keeps records of ju: 
how far down each item is founc 
and he even sifts the dirt so that n 
small object, a coin or a ring, or 
tooth, for example, will escape him. 


Findings 

Recent discoveries in Palestine shoy 
us that the change from Saul to Davi 
as king of Israel must have been ver 
much like the change in America fror 
the loose government under the At 
ticles of Confederation to the stron, 
central government under our prese 
constitution. Saul seems to have bee 
a great field general, but no organize 
David's genius, on the other hand, w 
for organization. His establishing 
strong kingdom over a wide area 
more understandable now. 

One of the most interesting resul 
of early archaeology was the clearin 
of Hezekiah’s tunnel system. Hezekia 
was king of Judah at the time th 
the Northern Kingdom, Israel, we 
defeated and taken away into slaver 
He saw that the same fate lay ahea 
for Judah unless several careful ste 
were taken for national defense. F 
one thing, Jerusalem ee f 
water on a spring outside the cit 
That was bad. The enemy could c 
off the supply from that spring if th 
cut a tunnel through solid rock a 
brought the water into the city. Wh 


he enemy came, Jerusalem had water 
ind the foe did not (See 2 Kings 20: 
20 and related verses, also 2 Chron- 
cles 32:30 and related verses). 

| Shortly before World War I this 
unnel was cleared out and _ studied. 
‘t is nearly 2000 feet in length. The 
slace where the old water system was 
walled off is clear. The marks of the 
sickaxes can still be seen in the rock. 
Hezekiah had workers start at both 
ends of the tunnel and work toward 
zach other. At the point where they 
net he had a very modern-sounding 
nscription cut telling how the work 
was done. It tells that the workers 
were able to hear each other even 
efore they met in the middle and that 
on the final day the stone cutters 
slaced their drills so that when the 
ast bit of rock was smashed the drills 


of one met the drills of the other— 
a real Hollywood climax. All of this 
gives us a new appreciation of King 
Hezekiah and his successful defense 
of Jerusalem. 

Perhaps the most spectacular recent 
find-is the mass of manuscripts found 
in the caves near the Dead Sea. These 
were not found originally by archae- 
ologists, but by wandering Arabs. The 
archaeologists followed swiftly, how- 
ever, and found more caves and un- 
earthed the old community. The real 
importance of this great discovery is 
the fact that portions of every book 
in the old testament were found. Most 
of the material was in Hebrew and 
dated from around the first century. 

Before this discovery there was no 
Hebrew manuscript of, say Isaiah, 
earlier than 1000 A.D. Some groups 
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claimed that our Old Testament must 
be very inaccurate for this reason. But 
the discovery of these Dead Sea manu- 
scripts disproved all of that. Some 
writers have tried to turn attention 
away from this really important fact 
by centering attention on non-biblical 
writings which were found at the 
same place. There is much talk about 
possible connection between early 
Christianity and the people who wrote 
the scrolls. One writer, trying to make 
some sort of connection between Jesus 
and the “Teacher of Righteousness” 
mentioned in the scrolls, said that the 
“Teacher” was crucified. This was 
sheer invention on his part and the 
so-called evidence does not exist in 
the scrolls. What does exist is the fact 
that we now have copies of parts of 
the Old Testament from the first cen- 
tury. 

The archaeologists work on, not 
bothered by the theories or inventions 
of others. They dig up the facts and, 
sooner or later, the facts speak for 
themselves. 

There is a vast amount of informa- 
tion which has been dug up about the 
world into which Paul carried the 
Gospel. An inscription found in 
Greece tells us that Gallio, before 
whom Paul was tried in Corinth, must 
have become Proconsul not later than 
51 AD. Since Luke implies that Paul 
was tried shortly after Gallio took 
office, the story in Acts and the in- 
scription together give us one definite 
date in the missionary work of Paul 
(See Acts 18). Also, an inscription 
“To unknown gods” has been found 
similar to that which Paul noticed in 
Athens on the altar (See Acts 17). 

Not only does archaeology throw 
light upon events in the Bible, but 
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it also can clear up questions abou 
the writing of the Books of the Bibl. 
itself. A century ago there was muct 
debate over whether or not the Gospe 
of John could have been written ir 
the first century, with many people 
saying that it must be much late 
than that. Finally a noted  schola 
named Baur argued brilliantly that 1 
could not have been written beforé 
160 A.D. That meant that it mus 
have been written over a hundrec 
years after Jesus had died. Some stil 
held this opinion until the discover 
of an ancient page of papyrus fee! 
at 125 A.D. On one side of the pag 
in Greek was written John 18:31-3 
and on the other side John 18:37-38 
It was obviously part of a book 13 
pages long. That ended that argu 
ment. The Gospel of John must hav 
been written a good bit before 12 
A.D. for a papyrus copy of it in boo 
form to have been copied in Egypt b 
then. 


The Archaeologist Himself 


An archaeologist must be able t 
take a lot of physical discomfort. H 
goes bouncing in a jeep over rock 
fields for miles. He pitches camp i 
deserts and eats food cooked by nz 
tives who never learned to cook. H 
climbs mountains and explores cave 

He argues with soldiers, policeme 
governors, kings, and spends month 
cutting red tape. He travels by ai 
plane, donkey, ship and camel trai 
through five countries to get from on 
warring country into the next—a dis 
tance of a few thousand yards if h 
could go through the barbed-wi 
boundary line. 

It helps a lot if he is an expe 
photographer, mechanic, draftsma 


and genius. If you have ever succeeded 
in putting a jig saw ‘eos together, 
you have good qualifications. If you 
are the type who mixes three of them 
together and finishes them in a couple 
hours, then you are a natural-born 
candidate. Try aL ae a china cup 
on the sidewalk and then gluing the 
pieces together without having a small 
handful left over and you will get 
the idea. 


Future Finds 


What are some of the possible 
archaeological finds of the future? 
No one can tell for sure. But we 
like to guess. 

One of Paul’s enemies, named De- 
metrius, is said in Acts 19:24 to have 
made silver shrines of Artemis. Up 
to the time of this writing, no ex- 
amples of such silver shrines have ever 
been found. Shrines made of terra 
cotta and marble have been dug up 
at several places—apparently these less 
expensive souvenirs were quite popu- 
lar. Yet the account in Acts would 
seem to say that the silver shrines 
were fairly popular, too. So that is 
one job for an enterprizing young 
archaeologist. 

Then there is the Siloam tower 
which Jesus mentioned in Luke 13:4. 
No one seems to know much about 
it. There are a few cautious guesses, 
mainly that it was a tower in the wall 
of the city in the southeast corner 
near the pool of Siloam, but for the 
most part the scholars just shrug it 
off. Yet this was current news at the 
time Jesus spoke. He referred to it as 
casually as we might speak of some 
headline event, a fire or shipwreck. If 
we could find the remains of the 
tower there might be an inscription 


dating it exactly. A tower which falls 
and kills eighteen people isn’t any 
small object. Was it an old tower, or 
was it in the process of being built 
at the time? It’s worth looking for 
and the general location is fairly clear. 

But my favorite archaeological ex- 
pedition is not related to any event 
in the Bible directly. I’d really like 
to head a crew of searchers to look 
for the ancient Christian Library at 
Caesarea. Some of the greatest schol- 
ars of early Christianity worked there 
and it was said to be the richest source 
of Church information in the world. 
Jerome said that the original book of 
Matthew in Hebrew was there and 
he read it. Modern scholars doubt this, 
but no one knows for sure. Today we 
think that the library was destroyed 
by Moslems in the seventh century. 
But, again, we don’t know what really 
happened or if the books were, per- 
haps, stored in a ruined cellar. That’s 
what I'd like to look for. 

What would you like to hunt? 


| TOPIC HELPS | 


How can we judge the value of the new 
findings in archaeology and especially in re- 
gards to religious writings? How are we 
making sure that we will pass onto future 
generations the truths we know? Would you 
consider archaeology as an occupation? 


WORSHIP SUGGESTIONS 


HYMN 138 CYH “O Word of God Incar- 
nate” 

READING: Hymn 140 CYH—to be read in- 
stead of sung 

HYMN 166 CSB “Spread, O Spread, thou 
Mighty Word” 

Books to Browse through: Albright, W. F., 
From Stone Age to Christianity; Burrows, 
Millar, What Mean These Stones; Finegan, 
Jack, Light from the Ancient Past. 
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pea filled the sky when 
a U.S. Airborne Group took part 
in "Exercise Banyan Tree” in Panama 
recently. The mass drop of some 1,300 
troopers was made against a theor- 
etical aggressor force menacing the 
Panama Canal. 

Marines at Quantico, Virginia, 
poured into the clearing of their sec- 
ond objective. With the sounds of 
rifle fire and occasional explosions of 
simulated mines they engaged a rifle 
company in a mock attack. 

New airmen sit rigidly in class at 
Lackland Air Base, Texas, as they 
learn of their various tasks in the Air 
Force. 

At Cape Canaveral, personnel of 
all branches of service are at work 
testing the latest space vehicles. 


Chaplains’ Assistants 


Wherever men of the armed forces 
go you'll find chaplains with them. 
Working with the chaplains are young 
servicemen who are spending their 
military time in service to God and 
country. They are chaplains’ assistants. 

Chaplains need help in their work. 
When they are provided assistance, 
their time is freed for increased re- 
sponsibilities in counseling, character 
guidance and moral building. The 
men who aid chaplains in carrying out 


SERVE COUNTRY 
AND GOD 


by 
CHARLES DE VRIES 


their duties are known by different 
names depending on the branch of 
service. However, they are most com- 
monly called chaplains’ assistants. 

A person gets his first impression 
of a chaplain from the chaplain’s 
assistant. Generally the assistant acts 
as receptionist and is usually the first 
person seen in a chapel visitation. 
Since the assistant lives with men in 
the unit his actions are often trans- 
ferred to the chaplain in the minds 
of the service personnel. 


Requirements 

The chaplain’s assistant has a chal- 
lenging job. Possession of office skills 
and qualities of character are a must. 
Ability to play the organ and piano 
is highly desired. Above all, it is a 
job which requires a person with zeal 
—eager to use his talents for his 


Chaplain Assistant Training Class, Fort Ord. Eight are Lutheran 


Church while in the armed forces. 

Lutheran Chaplain (Capt.) James 
R. Hayes has just finished preparing 
a manual which sets up a uniform 
training program for young men 
selected to be assistants for Army 
chaplains. In it he says that since 
chaplains in the U.S. Army are a 
group of men that stand out intellec- 
tually, religiously, and morally from 
the rest of the army personnel, the 
men chosen as chaplains’ assistants 
should have qualities that come close 
to those of the men for whom they 
are going to work. 


Blank or Useful 


Young men who are about to enter 
the service are met point blank with 
a very important question. Will these 
months or years in military service 
be a blank in their lives? Or will each 
be able to say, “During my service 
time I served God and country.” 

A Lutheran Army chaplain serving 
in France said recently that ‘‘Believ- 
ing Christians, who enter military 
service, must take it for granted that 
they will be evtirely Christian in their 
daily conduct. Nowhere do the deeds 
of one man influence so many.” 

All young Christian men can be 
witnesses for their faith. But now an 
opportunity to serve both Church and 
military exists. 

The need is present. Young men 
entering service can fill it. The im- 
portant thing is that Christian youth 
respond and put forth their efforts in 
becoming the right hands of military 
chaplains. If you are about to enter 
service, how do you look at these 
years? Instead of going into them be- 
grudgingly, go in to be a witness and 
to serve both God and country. 


Training 

After basic training in the Army 
and Air Force, men who have been 
accepted as applicants for chaplains’ 
assistants receive training as prescribed 
by the particular service. 

At the present time the Army has 
three schools where chaplains’ assis- 
tants receive their formal training— 
PeeOtd. Cast FE Dix UN. J.seand 
Ft. Bragg, N. C. The Air Force trains 
all personnel specialists at Lackland 
Ait Force Base, Texas. The Navy 
provides no formal means of training 
men to assist chaplains. Although the 
training and method of becoming an 
assistant to a chaplain varies, the work 
and qualifications are similar in all 
branches. 


How? 


How does a young man become a 
chaplain’s assistant? The three major 
branches of service have different 
methods of selection, but in general 
each requires an interest on the part 
of the recruit. All services require that 
those desiring duty as a chaplain’s 
assistant make known their preference 
early in the days of training. 

Recruits find these days difficult 
ones, for ‘basic’ is a time when they 
must utilize all their stamina to keep 
up with the fast pace of the training 
course. From reveille to taps there is 
hardly a minute the trainee can call 
his own. It is hard to find time during 
these busy days to think much about 
being a chaplain’s assistant. Therefore, 
it is a good idea to go into the service 
knowing you want to apply for this 
particular work. Because of this, many 
young men discuss the matter with 
their pastor prior to going on active 
duty. His guidance is helpful. 


31 


is the church interested? 
| 


a Pea is a striking need for a 
ministry to youth in the field 
of sex.” 


Do you agree or would you like 
to argue with that statement? If 
such a need exists, who is to con- 
duct this ministry . . . the home? 
the school? the Church? someone 
else? Isn’t it true that the home has 
traditionally been the center for all 
sex education? Aren’t there enough 
books, good ones too, already on 
the market that the Church doesn’t 
need to “meddle” in? What should 
be the nature of this ministry? 
Should it include personal counsel- 
ling? group sessions with each sex 
individually? group sessions with 
both sexes at the same time? How 
deep should the questioning go? 
Does the Church have a right to 
talk about the so-called “facts of 
life?” 


These and similar questions can 
easily trigger more than one interest- 
ing session in your Luther League. It 
is apparent to many that “youth wants 
to know.” It is also apparent that they 
need help in achieving an adequate 
Christian interpretation of this im- 
portant area of their lives. 

It is true that many worth while 
books have been published in the at- 
‘tempt to fulfill this need. Good ex- 
amples can be found in: 

Facts of Life and Love for Teen- 

agers, Evelyn Mills Duvall, Asso- 

ciation Press. 

Datebook Guide, Joyce Johnson, 

Prentis Hall. 


. Marriage Manual, Stone & Stone, 
Simon Schuster. 


A more recent publication, however, 


GOD, SEX, 
and YOUTH 


discussion of a new 
book by 
WILLIAM E. HULME 


arranged 
by 
CHARLES H. LEWIS 


33 


deserves the careful perusal of youth 
and of youth groups. Written by Wil- 
liam E. Hulme, Professor of Pastoral 
Theology and Pastoral Counseling at 
Wartburg Theological Seminary. God, 
Sex, and Youth is an important new 
contribution to this field. 


Cheryl Sanders was a sensitive 
girl. You didn’t have to look twice 
to know that something was both- 


ering her. 

“It’s about Jack and me,” she 
said. “I just don’t know what to 
do ut 


“Suppose you tell me about it,” 
| said. 

“Well—you know a lot of it,” 
she said. “But I’Il begin at the be- 
ginning anyhow. Jack—as you 
know—had very little interest in 
religion before | started to go with 
him.” Cheryl paused as though 
questioning how to go further. 

“Yes, | remember,” | said. 

“| wanted to help him,” she said. 
“He was so mixed up. His folks 
aren't good to him the way mine 
are to me. | felt that God had laid 
his soul on my heart—that | was 
supposed to help him.” 

Again she paused. This time | 
remained silent. 

Finally she spoke. “And | think | 
have. But—now | am failing.” 
Cheryl’s eyes began to get watery. 
“Jack and | have gone with each 
other for almost three years. Jack 
says he loves me very much—that 
he will never love anyone else.” 

“And you?” 

“My love for him is growing. 
But | feel we are both too young 
to know whether we are in love.” 
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What may begin as a simple 
boy-girl friendship often ends up ir 
something more, at least for one ot 
the parties. Cheryl’s strong desire 
to help Jack spiritually—as fine as 
it was—opened the door for a na. 
tural romantic involvement. 


“How old are you now, Cheryl?’ 
| asked. 

“We have 
eighteen.” 

“Then you began to go steady a! 
fifteen,” | said. 

“We know now it was. toc 
young,” she said. “But that’s ove! 
and gone. What are we going t 
do now?” 

“How do you mean?” | asked. 

“Well—l'Il get down to the prob 
lem. Lately—for about five or si 
months we have gotten too—to 
physically intimate.” 

“| see.” 

“| have a lot of will power bu 
not quite enough,” she said. 

“And Jack?” 

“He knows that being so em 
tional is wrong, but he says he ju 
can’t help it. We have gotten s 
that we do quite a bit of pettin 
We both feel terrible afterwards.” 

“Your conscience bothers you?” 

“We talk it over and try to re 
son everything out,” she said, “b 
we are just so mixed up we don 
know what to do.” 

“You feel like you are up again 
a stone wall.” 

“Yes,” she said. “We have rea 
the Bible together and prayed, tr 
ing to get help, but it’s so hard 
She fought to keep back the tear 
“| pray to God asking for forgiv 
ness, but then we let ourselves 
again. Can God forgive us wh 


both just turned 


we do things like this?” 

“You mean, when you ask for 
forgiveness and then do the same 
things over again?” 

“Yes,” she said. “| get so that | 
cry a lot because | feel so bad. | 
don’t know how | could have got- 
ten into such a hopeless state.” 


“You don’t see any way out?” 


“We could get married, | sup- 
pose,” she said. “I’m just not sure 
about myself—how | feel about 
Jack. He insists that he will always 
love me. But how do you know 
when you haven’t really gone with 
anybody else? | feel we are both 
{oo young to know.” 


“You don’t feel you are old 
enough to make such a long-last- 
ing decision,” | said. 

Cheryl looked even glummer 
than before. “What can we do 
about these emotions of ours?” she 
said, without taking her eyes off 
the floor. “I get so confused.” 


Cheryl’s problem is not at all an 
unfamiliar one to many teenagers. 
Perhaps that is why William E. Hulme 
chooses this particular illustration to 
begin God, Sex, and Youth. 


For a long time young people have 
been asking for a book that presents a 
Christian interpretation of sex in a 
frank, reverant, and mature way... 
that refuses to hedge even in the face 
of Puritanical prejudice clothed in 
Victorian traditions which are com- 
pletely unknown to the Gospel 
preached by Christ. 

That youth need to know more than 
just the biological facts and that the 
Church has a message to speak in 
addition to what is learned at home 


and in school is clearly indicated by 
the words of Dr. Hulme. 


Every child has a natural curios- 
ity regarding his own body and the 
bodies of others, both of his own 
sex and of the opposite sex. If his 
elders react with shock to this curi- 
osity and prevent him from satis- 
fying it, by the time he is a teen- 
ager his curiosity may be the main 
stimulus behind his indulgence in 
petting. 

Darlene felt that this curiosity 
was partially responsible for her 
difficulties with sex—at least in the 
beginning. 

“In my home,” she said, “we 
never talked about things that had 
to do with sex. It was just hidden, 
that’s all. Even though | had a 
brother | was terribly curious about 
boys. We always dressed in the 
strictest privacy. But it was more 
than this. | wondered what hap- 
pened when a boy and girl went 
together—what happened inside, 
in the way they feel.” 


“And do you think it was to sat- 
isfy this curiosity that you got into 
your difficulties?” | asked. 

“I’m sure it was that in the be- 
ginning,” she said. “But it isn’t that 
now. | was green all right, but not 
any more. My curiosity is satisfied 
so far as that goes, and | believe 
| have a more mature attitude 
toward sex as a result. But | still 
have my problem—but bad!’ 

Darlene was a girl with high 
ideals, but she seemed unable to 
follow through on them. In her 
dating relationships she found her- 
self repeatedly losing control of 
herself emotionally so that she lost 
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all sense of right and wrong. 

“| like to be loved, | guess,” she 
said. “If a boy shows me affection 
| just let myself go. | haven’t gotten 


pregnant yet — I’ve just been 
lucky.” 

“Affection means a great deal to 
you.” 


“| didn’t realize it until | started 
dating,” she said. “My family is not 
an affectionate family. | can only 
remember once when my father 
kissed me. That was when | was 
confirmed at Church.” 

“Is there some reason why you 
mentioned just your father?” 

“It’s the same with my mother. 
| don’t recall either of them show- 
ing any affection with each other 
either. | suppose | mentioned my 
father because we don’t get along 
at all.” 

“Oh?” 

“No—we go round and round,” 
she said. “Nobody can do anything 
with him. There’s really no use ar- 
guing with him, but he makes me 
so mad | can’t help it.” 

“Really gets you upset.” 

“When | leave home after one 
of these fights | don’t care what 
happens. | get that hopeless feel- 
ing of what’s the use!” Darlene 
got that look in her countenance 
that says she just thought of some- 
thing. “Now that | think of it,” she 
said, “| could have said, ‘when | 
leave for a date after one of these 
fights, | don’t care what happens.’ ” 

“You mean that this attitude may 
have something to do with your 
sexual problem?” | asked. 

“| seem to have two selves,” she 
said. “The one is the Darlene that 
has the ideals and convictions—the 
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believer. The other—well—when | 
get so | don’t care, I’d like to flout 
all of God’s laws.” 


“The other Darlene is the rebel, 
then.” 


“In fact—and | hate to admit 
this—I get a certain satisfaction in 
seeing how far a boy will go— 
particularly a good boy.” 

“Seeking a companion in guilt?” 

“Maybe—but | think also it’s that 
| get a sense of confidence out of 
it—like it was an accomplishment 
—like | had power.” 


Darlene expresses a feeling which 

we all desire from time to time, 
a desire for accomplishment, a desire 
for power. When this desire is di- 
rected toward people, however, in- 
stead of things, it is then that we 
misuse God's gifts. Instead of using 
things and loving people, we tend 
to use people and love things. 

We want to make ourselves the cen- 
ter of our lives instead of God. We 
want to satisfy our desires instead o 
doing God’s will. William Hulm 
points out that this is the nature o 
sin and he illustrates it very well. 


If sin has its origin in worship 
ing something less than God, wha 
is this rival to God for our devo 
tion? The answer is |, myself. W 
pit our wills against His will. W 
have the tendency to want to b 
our own god. 


When Margaret Slater talke 
about her problem she gave an ex 
ample of how this tendency works 
She was just two months short o 
being eighteen years old. | ha 
heard that she had been going ou 
with a man who was twelve year 


older than she. The problem was 
that he had a wife and two chil- 
dren. | met her unexpectedly one 
day as | was doing some errands. 
She seemed to be uncomfortable in 
making conversation, and so | was 
not surprised when she said, ‘Well, 
| suppose you’ve been hearing 
things about me.” 

“As a matter of fact, | have,” | 
said. 

| thought it 
would happen to me,” she said. “I 
certainly didn’t plan it this way. 
Nor did Joe. It just happened.” 

“You mean you don’t feel re- 
sponsible for what’s happened,” | 
said. 

“| met him one day at a friend’s 
house,” she said. “It was raining 
and so he took me home. We just 
became good friends. We found we 
could talk to each other so well. 


certainly never 


Mu 


Well—one day we discovered we 
loved each other. | know what we 
are doing is supposed to be wrong. 
But the way we feel about each 
other—it just can’t be wrong.” 

“You think this makes it right.” 

“| don’t see how it can be 
wrong,” she said earnestly. “My 
Whole life has meaning now. | 
realize that I’d never known what 
real happiness was until | met Joe. 
He’s so different from the fellows 
| ran around with. He’s so much 
more mature and polished.” 

“Dating him is different from 
dating fellows your own age,” | 
said. 

“Oh—there’s no comparison! 
They seem to be just little boys. | 
never knew what a real man was 
like vntil | met Joe. He feels that 
I'‘m for him, too. His wife just 
doesn’t understand him. He says 
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he’s never known real love until he 
met me. | know I’ve helped him 
too. He used to drink too much. He 
doesn’t any more. But he says if | 
quit seeing him, he knows he'll go 
back to it. His wife just isn’t nice 
to him. So you see—it just has to 
be right!” 

“You want very much to believe 
it is right,” | said. 

“| feel it’s nobody’s business but 
our own,” she said with an expres- 
sion of defiance. “| don’t believe | 
have to conform to other people’s 
opinions. They’re just a bunch of 
nosy gossips anyhow. They’re do- 
ing things a lot worse, and nobody 
says anything!” 

“What about God’s opinion?” | 
asked. 

Margaret swallowed hard. 
can’t see where it’s wrong,” she 
said. “The way we love each other 
—I| just can’t give him up. | do feel 
sorry for his children. But as Joe 
says—it is just as well to be 
brought up in a broken home than 
in a home where there’s no love. 
| don’t think his wife has any right 
to him—the way she treats him! | 
can make him happy.” 
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“Maybe I’m being selfish—but | 
still don’t want to give him up. Why 
did we ever meet—if | was to give 
him up?” 

“You feel God had something to 
do with your meeting him.” 

‘It doesn’t seem fair,” she said. 
“What will my life be now—with- 
out him!’ Margaret was close to 
tears. The real issue was now out 
in the open. It was hard to face. 


Real issues are hard to face. That 
is why it is so important to get them 
out in the open where they can be 
evaluated. Dr. Hulme does just this. 

Looking at sex in its Christian con- 
text, as a part of creation and a gift 
of God, God, Sex, and Youth helps 
young people to meet problems of 
life squarely and without fear. When 
should a boy and girl kiss? Is petting 
wrong? Is there any harm in becom- 
ing physically intimate in dating ? 
What should I do when I find myself 
tempted to go too far? Does God 
forgive me when I do things I know 
I shouldn't ? 

But giving specific answers to each 
of these questions is not one of the 
aims of this book. Instead it gives 
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direction and guidance to its readers 
helping them to work out their own 
solutions in relation to their own par- 
ticular set of facts and in the light of 
their own faith. The excellent use of 
factual case studies makes this Ppos- 
sible. Youth are led to answer their 
problems much in the same way as 
was Bob Anderson. 


What does one do if he finds 
himself face to face with tempta- 
tion? Bob Anderson had such an 
experience. Perhaps we could profit 
by letting him tell us about it. We 
got onto the subject indirectly, for 
Bob was usually tightlipped about 
himself. It was after a young 
people’s gathering at Church 
where the subject of Christian sex- 
val ethics had been discussed. The 
two of us happened to be the last 
ones to leave. 


“There was one point | wanted 
to bring up tonight,” he said rather 
hesitatingly, “but you know how 
it is—it’s hard for me to speak in 
a group. The point | wanted to 
make was—it isn’t always the fel- 
low that makes the advances.” 


“No?” | asked. “You mean the 


girls have to be watched too?” 


“That's right,” he said. “I—I 
know.” 

“Oh?” 

“Well—l guess it’s on my mind 
because it just happened a couple 
of weeks ago. That is—I had an 


experience along these lines.” 

“Would you like to tell me about 
it?” 

“Yeah, | kind of would,” he said. 
“It's bothered me some since. lI’d 
been going on and off with this 
girl. | wouldn’t want to mention 
her name. | kind of liked her. We 
—ah—smooched some. And then 
this one night—Il guess maybe | 
was a little too amorous—but | 
said something like—'l wish we 
were married.’ ” 


| simply nodded and he went on. 

“And she said—'!l do too.’ And 
then—like a bolt out of the blue 
she said—’You don’t have to be 
married to me.’ | wasn’t sure | 
heard right, so all | could say was 
—'What?’ Then she said it again— 
‘You don’t have to be married to 
me.’ With that she kind of went 
limp against me. My head started 
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spinning, believe me. Here she was 
—giving me the green light.” 

Again | thought it best just to 
nod. 

“Well—I sort of hesitated. | 
guess she thought | needed a push 
—for the next thing | heard was, 
‘Take me, Bob.’ I’m telling you, 
right then and there you’ve got to 
face what you really believe!” 

“In other words the issue was 
perfectly clear.” 

“I’m not saying | didn’t have a 
tussle,” he said. “But in a way I’m 
glad it was clear. | think it helped 
me to know what | should do.” 

“And what did you do, Bob?” 

“Well—all kinds of feelings went 
through me. | think | was even 
scared for a moment. Then | want- 
ed to push her away. | guess | 
was kind of disgusted with her. But 
| think the thing that finally came 
to me was—how can | do the right 
thing here and still not humiliate 
her. It seemed like hours but | 
imagine it was only a matter of 
seconds. | said, ‘You must think 
quite a bit of me.’ By this time | 
was ready for anything.” 


“Did she answer?” 


“She kind of purred—l think she 
said, ‘I do.’ | told her, ‘I think a lot 
of you too. But | think it will be 
better for us if we didn’t.’ ” 


| waited for him to continue. 

“She just stayed quiet. | felt | 
had to say something more. So | 
said something like this—'t’s just 
that—well—I believe that God 
would be much happier with both 
of us if we controlled ourselves.’ ” 

“What was the outcome?” 

“She drew back and acted a little 
piqued,” he said. “I took her home 
shortly after. She still wasn’t say- 
ing much. Maybe she was even re- 
lieved—I don’t know. Anyhow I've 
seen her since a couple of times. 
We act like nothing happened.” 

“How do you feel toward her 
now?” | asked. | 

1 lost some respect for her, but 
| try not to show it. | don’t want 
to hurt her. | just hope that—may 
be the experience was good fo 
both of us.” 


But experience is not always th 
best of teachers. Sometimes our actions 


A student of Torah came to his teacher and announced that, in his 
opinion he was qualified for ordination as a rabbi. 

“What are your qualifications?” asked the sage. 

The student replied: “I have disciplined my body so that I can sleep 
on the ground, eat the grass of the field, and allow myself to be 


whipped three times a day.” 


"See yonder white ass,” said the teacher “and be mindful that it 
sleeps on the ground, eats the grass of the field and is whipped no less 
than three times daily. Up to the present you may qualify to be an ass, 


but certainly not a rabbi.” 


(Reprinted from “Christian Friends,’ December 1958, publication 


of the Anti-Defamation League.) 
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speak louder than our words. When 
they do, it often leads to trouble which 
we are not prepared to handle. Such 
‘was the case of Tom and Helen. 

When Tom came to see me he 
was not sure about his feelings 
toward Helen. “I like to date her 
and all that,” he said. “But | don’t 
‘want her to take me seriously, be- 
cause | don’t know whether | feel 
about her that way or not.” 


“Well,” | said, “it would seem to 
me that you should be honest with 
Helen and let her know how you 
feel.” 


“Oh, I’ve done that,” he said. 
“I've told her. But evidently she 
wants to keep going with me any- 
how.” 

Some months later Helen was in 
my office. She was very upset. 
“Tom’s quit going with me,” she 
said. “| can’t understand it. He 
seemed so sincere.” 


“Didn't he tell you how he felt?” 
| asked. 


“Oh, yes,” she said, “he told me 
not to take him seriously—but his 
actions didn’t back up his words.” 


Sex is not a plaything; neither is it 
a device to answer some basic animal 
instinct or biological urge. Sex is a 
gift of God, one of his most beautiful. 
Through it we experience an expres- 
sion of the marvel of God's love. In 
this unique fashion he enables two 
people given in marriage to express 
their love for one another. And the 
surpreme miracle of it all comes when 
he makes it possible for them to par- 
ticipate in his act of creation. 


Teenagers, their parents, and their 


pastor will find God, Sex, and Youth 
to be one of the most practical helps 
ever published in this field. They will 
also become aware that God in Christ 
still speaks to the youth of today in 
a very real way, helping him to meet 
the problems of his day to day exis- 
tence and helping him to fill his need 
at the very deepest levels of his life. 


| TOPIC HELPS | 


Do not attempt to cover too much ground 


in one evening. Allow at least two weeks for 
this topic. Leaguers who will be leading 
these sessions should adequately prepare 
themselves by reading several of the books 
mentioned in the review as well as God, 
Sex, and Youth. 

First Session: 


Begin your meeting by forming buzz 
groups. Allow at least 20 minutes to answer 
the questions at the beginning of the ar- 
ticle. Each group should report its findings 
to the whole league (10 minutes). Secure the 
filmstrip “The Story of Growing Up” (rental 
$1.50) from your local United Lutheran Pub- 
lication House and ask your pastor to lead 
a short discussion following its use. 

Second Session: 


Appoint a panel moderated by one of 
your advisors of two leaguers (boy and girl), 
a parent, and a Sunday Church School 
teacher. Have your pastor and _ several 
leaguers dramatize the various case studies 
presented in the article. The moderator should 
then lead the panel in a discussion inviting 
questions from the league. The panel should 
attempt to answer such questions as: 


1. What was the basic issue involved? 


2. How would you attempt to solve this 
problem if you were the counselor? a 
friend? the individual involved? 


3, How could it have been prevented? 


4l 
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CEU Essie 


for your league use 


Cast: Barbara and Nancy, two teen-agers; Pastor Hanson; Dick Jen- 
nings, Luther League president 

ScENE ONE: The park on a Friday afternoon 

SETTING: A bench in front of some shrubbery. Babs is sitting on the 


bench deep in thought. Nancy comes and drops her books with 
a tired sigh. 


Nancy: Hi, Babs, Boy, Miss Williams sure is a tough teacher to satisfy. 
She isn’t shy about giving homework over the weekend either. 


Bass: Oh, hi Nancy! Are you just getting home from school? I forgot 
that you have late time this year. How do you like it? 


Nancy: Oh, it’s okay once you get used to it. How’ve you been lately? 
Bass: All right. How about you ? 
Nancy: I'm all right. 


Bass: Nancy, I’m just dying to tell someone. Our Luther League is going 
to start two cell groups, and I’m so excited I can hardly wait! 


Nancy: What's a cell group? 


Bass: You don’t know what a cell group is? Brother, where has your 
league been all these months? There’ve been letters and letters to 
the league president about starting cell groups. 


Nancy: Our league president never reads all that junk at our meetings 
and get-togethers. He just acts like a guy among strangers. We never 
have worship services at our meetings like you guys do. All we ever 
do is go on picnics and stuff like that. After a while, even that isn’t 
much fun. 


Bass: Golly, I always took it for granted that all leagues were nice ones 
like ours is. But anyway, you asked what a cell group is. Well, it 
isn’t the easiest thing in the world to explain, but I'll try. A cell 


group is a group of people that get together to pray and study the 
Bible and discuss our Christian faith. 


Nancy: Is that all there is to it? From the way you started, I thought 
that it was going to be something real complicated and way over 
my head. Instead it’s easy to understand and it sounds like it might 
be interesting. 

Bass: Nancy. I've got a great idea. Why don’t you come to our Luther 
League meeting tonight? I think you'd enjoy it. I'll pick you up 
about 7:00. 


Nancy: Okay. 


ScENE Two: That night at the Luther League meeting 
SETTING: The church basement, arranged for a league meeting. Babs 
enters with Nancy close behind her. 


Bass: Hey gang, I want you to meet Nancy. She’s visiting our league 
tonight. Nancy, this is Joe—Sue—Sally—Jimmy—Ray—Al—Denny 
—Marie—Anne—and Sandy. 

Nancy: I’m very glad to meet all of you. 

SALLY: Is Nancy going to be in our cell group or will she be in the 
other one, or none at all? 


Bass: I think that for the time being she may as well stay with me. Is 
that okay with you, Nancy? 
NANcy: Sure it is. 


Bass: Oh, Nancy, I'd like you to meet our pastor. Pastor Hanson, this is 
Nancy Long. 


PasTOR HANSON: It’s nice to have you with us this evening, Nancy. 
Nancy: Thank you. 


Bass: Nancy, I'd like you to meet Dick Jennings. He’s the president of 
our league. 


Dick: Hi, Nancy. Glad you came along with Babs. Make yourself at home. 
If you girls will excuse me, I have a meeting to call to order. (goes 
to the front of the group) 


NANcy: He's cute. 
Bass: Yes he is, isn’t he? (they sit down) 
Dick: Okay, will this meeting please come to order? 
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(at this time he may turn the meeting over to the topic leader who may 
present atopic on the cell groups, based on the article in Luther Life, 
May 1958 issue, “Selling the Cell Group.” After the worship service 
is concluded, Dick begins the business meeting.) 


Dick: Is there any unfinished business ? No? Gee, for once there isn’t any 
unfinished business. That’s different. Any new business ? 


Bass,, Yes. I think we ought to visit Peter Simpson. He hasn’t been to 
Sunday school or church for ages. 


Dick: All in favor? (a chorus of voices, Aye!) Opposed ?—Good. Let's 
see. Babs, how about you and Sue and Joe going to see him and you 
can report next meeting. 


Bass: Okay. 

Dick: Now then. Let’s get down to brass tacks: the cell groups. Group 
one, you have decided to meet on Monday. Is that right? 

ALL: Yes, Monday. 


Dick: Okay. Group two decided on Wednesday. Next meeting you can 
report on how you got on. Nancy, you may go with Babs, if you like. 
(pause) I’ve got a booklet called “Creating Christian Cells’ here 
for anyone who wishes to have some more information in addition 
to the topic tonight. (pamse) 


SUE: I move that we adjourn the meeting. 
SALLY: I second the motion. 

Dick: All in favor, say Aye. 

ALL: Aye! 

Dick: Opposed ?—The meeting is adjourned. 
Bass: Come on gang, let’s raid the kitchen. 
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“You teach,” said the Emperor Trajan to Rabbi Joshua, “that your 
god is everywhere, and boast that he resides among your nation. I 
should like to see him.” 


“God’s presence is indeed everywhere,” replied Joshua, “but He 
cannot be seen; no t.iortal eye can behold His glory.” The emperor 
insisted. 


“Well,” said Joshua, “first we must attempt to look at one of His 
servants.’ The emperor consented. 


The rabbi took him in the open air at noonday, and bid him look 
at the sun in its meridian splendor. “I cannot,” said Trajan; “the light 
dazzles me.” 


“Thou are unable,”” said Joshua, “to endure the light of one of His 
servants, and canst thou expect to behold the resplendent glory of 
the Creator? Would not such a sight annihilate thee?” 
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Dear Pastor Johnson, 


It may come as a surprise to hear from me, although it might be 
just what you expected. You tried to warn me against going to the city 
without proper connections, and I know now that you were right. I write 
to you because I have a big problem and I hope that you can help me. | 
know of no one else who can. So if you will be kind enough to listen to 
me, I will try to explain. 


My trouble is not ‘‘loose living,” as it might be expected of a 
“prodigal daughter,” for I have stuck pretty much to the “straight and 
narrow.’ I am living a quiet life, and I have had lots of time to think. This 
is where the problem comes in. 


Let me explain a little of my background. You don’t know me too 
well, although I went to your Luther League after we moved to your 
parish. You also know that everyone called me Prissy although I was 
baptized Priscilla. Prissy was more than a nickname. It was a tease. The 
kids would say: “Prissy is a prissy. She’s chicken. She won’t do what the 
gang does. She’s not game.’ And they were right. I just couldn’t make 
myself do what the gang did. It didn’t seem right. Many of them went 
to Luther League or to some other church group, and I could never 
understand that their Christianity did not mean more to them. They knew 
better, for they had all gone to instruction or catechetics class. 


I came to the city because I had to have a job, and jobs were not very 
plentiful at home. I couldn’t live with my aunt forever, and she had done 
well to help me through high school. But I also came to the city because 
I just couldn’t stand the life in a small town. Everyone said they were 
Christians, and they all belonged to a church. But the life they lived was 
not what they were taught in church. 


I have learned one thing in the time I have been here. Life is no 
better, nor really any different, in the city. The people in the office all 
say they are church people, but you wouldn’t know it by the way they 
behave. 


I have gone to church every Sunday. The church belongs to our synod, 
and the people shake hands and say that they are glad to see me. But that 
is all there is to it. They never seem to care whether I come or go. Is 
Christianity anything but a pretty dress people put on on Sundays? 


I've always been told that I could find the answers in the Bible, so I 
have been reading it a lot. It does help me, but it also brings on a lot of 
roblems. When St. Paul says: “Do not be conformed to this world but 
2 transformed by the removal of your mind, that you may prove what 
is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect,’ then I 
think of all the Christians who are ‘“‘conformed’’ to this world, myself 
included. And when I read about all the prophecies of the terrible things 
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that are to happen, then I get all confused and scared. 


Even this is not my problem, but it leads up to it. We have some 
very nice people living in my building, and I have gotten to talk to them. 
They came to my door one day and wanted to talk about religion, and I 
was really glad to see them because I was very lonely. I was very confused 
also, and when they started to tell me how they understood the Bible, it 
was as if they could answer many of my questions. I am not so dumb that 
I can’t see that they perhaps have raised even more questions. But they are 
real enthusiastic and friendly as I think Christians should be. 


I am not sure they are Christians. At least, they have no use for the 
churches. They say that the true Church died out when the apostles died, 
and they say that God reveals himself in our own day by His spirit to 
call us into a true Church that shall be ready for Christ when he returns 
very soon. 


Sometimes I get goose pimples all over thinking about it. And some- 
times I feel so good that I could cry when they read the Bible to me and 
pray with me. Now, why can’t my own church people make me feel good 
that way? 


I hope that you can help me, Pastor.. I don’t know of anyone else 
that can, and I am not ready to leave my church, even though I feel very 
good when I am with these people and their friends. 


Sincerely yours, 


Priscilla 


Dear Priscilla: 


Thank you for the trust you showed by writing to me! I have often 
thought about you, and I have prayed for you, but I knew that you were 
attending our church in the city, so I supposed that you were getting help 
from the pastor there. I am sure that you would get help, if you went to 
him, But I am happy that you would write to your “‘old’”’ pastor. 


I share many of the worries and grievances about which you write. It 
is a terrible thing when we do not show that we take our Christianity 
seriously. There is something wrong here. 


You know that I was once a missionary. I worked in a country where 
being a Christian meant a real and radical change of life, and I was 
terribly disturbed to see how complacent American Christians were. For 
a long while I was bitterly critical. 


I have come to see, however, that you have to go a lot deeper than 


the surface to find Christianity. I have seen crises and sorrows, and I have 
met a lot of genuine faith that is not apparent in our breezy ways. To put 
it paradoxically, I know many people who are Christians despite the fact 
that they are conforming church people. Routine church ways may be a 
mask to cover hypocrisy. But they also can be a cover for a sensitive soul— 
for one who thinks too much of his real feelings to put them on a 
continuous public display. A Christian is a forgiven sinner, and he knows 
deep down that he does not deserve to be forgiven. I’ve had to become 
suspicious of people who make too easy a display of their life with God. 
So be a little patient with church people, and wait a few years before 
you condemn them all. 


What concerns me more is the allurement of your new friends. I am 
sure that they are good people, but goodness is not always a proof of 
rightness. If it were, then I would have to repudiate my own work on 
the mission field, for I met many “heathen” who were good people. I 
still don’t believe that made their religion “‘right.’”’ So, enjoy the neighbor- 
liness of your friends, but try to look through their appeal to the ideas 
they build on. And don’t let them scare you into acceptance of their ideas 
by their emphasis on prophecies. True prophecy was never a threat. It 
was always a comfort and a hope. 


The fact that your friends say that the true church died out with the 
apostles and that it must reappear through a present-day revelation, plus 
the coincidence that you were baptized Priscilla, reminds me of one of 
the early and great battles in the Church. In the second century a move- 
ment arose which had two prophetesses—Priscilla and Maximilla—and 
they stressed exactly some of the things you have been writing about. They 
condemned the Christians for being “conformed to this world,” and they 
claimed that the true Church had been betrayed. In order to restore the 
true church the Holy Spirit would grant the spirit of prophecy. When they 
prophesied they not only condemned the “‘worldly’’ Christians of their 
day, but they placed great emphasis upon the immediate return of the 
Lord. So you see that they were much like some of the groups we meet 
up with today. 


The movement to which these women belonged does not take its 
name from them but rather from a man who shared their views. His name 
was Montanus. The movement is called Montanism. Under his leadership 
it developed rapidly. When it met opposition within the church, it 
created a church of its own which became quite large and which persisted 
for a long time. One of the great early scholars of the Church,. Tertullian, 
even became a member. This church stressed three things: (1) the 
importance of prophecy, (2) the need for a strict and disciplined way 
of Christian living, and (3) the emphasis upon the return of the Lord. 


When the Church of the early times opposed Montanism, it was not 
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because these three emphases were not important. There has always been 
within the Church an understanding that God guides us through His Holy 
Spirit. Great men such as Martin Luther, and ordinary people such as a 
housewife and mother, can speak with an authority and fervency which 
comes from God. Secondly, from the teachings of Jesus and the witness 
of the apostolic letters we know how important it is to live lives worthy 
of the Gospel. And finally, the goal of life which is at once our judgment 
and our hope has always had an important role in the Christian life. 


What was wrong with Montanism, therefore, was not that it stressed 
these three things. It was wrong because it singled out these three things 
and forgot to consider others. If we make the Church a place where 
people are excited all the time so that they not only criticize all others 
but claim that the Holy Spirit has given them power to make strong 
demands upon others, then we forget that the Church is the fellowship 
of sinful people who have faith that God has done something vital for 
them in Jesus Christ, and who believe that God’s help comes to them 
through worship and the Sacraments. And if we go around and talk 
about the end of the world in such a way that we forget both the wonder 
of our present life and the many tasks we have in this life, then we are 
just as wrong as we would be if we forgot that we must strive toward a 
goal with God. 


When Martin Luther broke away from the Roman Church, there 
were many others who also broke away. Many of these, like the Lutherans, 
were loyal to the faith and life of the Church and formed new Churches 
in which there was ordered worship, emphasis upon order and education, 
and a definite expression of what the Church stood for. Others again were 
like the Montanists. They believed that the Holy Spirit should guide them 
directly, and they introduced many new and different ideas and ways. 
Some of these were good, but some of them were so wild and different 
that the Lutherans turned against them. We call such people “enthusiasts,” 
and although we must be careful not to judge that which is genuine even 
though it is somewhat wild, we rightfully feel that they race their motors 
too much. 


America today is full of movements like the Montanists and the 
Enthusiasts. Some of these movements are within the churches or have 
formed churches that are recognized among us, because they share our 
faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. But some of them are outside 
the churches and have formed religions of their own. They claim that they 
have done so by “inspiration” or “‘revelation,’’ and they are very critical 


of the churches. The Lord knows that it is not too difficult to find some- 
thing to criticize. Most of them place a very strong emphasis upon the 
immediate return of the Lord, and they use this emphasis to frighten 
people into their group. Most of them are very strong Bible readers, but 
they usually tear Bible passages out of their natural setting and put them 
together in a fantastic way like an acrobat juggling Indian clubs. 

I believe that they have a right to live and to preach. I also believe 
that they are, or can be, very good and sincere people. I even believe that 
they often practice what Christians preach better than many church people. 
But I also believe that they distort the Christian truth, and I am sorry to 
believe that many of them neglect the wonder and the tasks of this present 
life. 

The problem is an ancient one and a present day one. I don’t know 
all the answers, but when the problem gets too big for me, I not only take 
it into my prayers; I take it with me to the fellowship of worship where 
I hear the Word preached and where I can go to the table of the Lord. 

I pray that the Lord may bless you and keep you and that His face 
may shine upon you. I not only hope that you may find the answers which 
you seek but that you will find them in that fellowship of faith which 


has been called the body of Christ, the Church. 


| TOPIC HELPS | 


Have a leaguer begin by reading Priscilla’s 
letter. When he is finished, list on the black- 
board the things that stand out most in her 
letter—What her real problem is; what type 
personality she is; her needs in this new en- 
vironment; her idea of what a_ christian 
should be like. Have a second person read 
the reply to her letter. Does he cover her 
real problem? End the topic with discussion 
on the above, and the questions below. 


QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 


Just what makes a person a Christian? Be- 
longing to church, going to church every 
Sunday, giving financially each week? Are 
these enough? Can we be Christian and still 


God bless you, 
Your Pastor 


have fun? Is Priscilla being a little self-cen- 
tered in her reaction to the welcome she gets 
at church? How much can we expect of our 
church? How can you tell a person is a 
Christian?- What about the so called 
“prophecies?” What can young people be- 
lieve about the “world coming to an end?” 
The second coming of Christ? Do we really 
need houses of worship? Why? Is there any 
mention of them made in the Bible? What 
can we do to create enthusiasm and real 
christian interest and joy in the lives of the 
people in our church? 
WORSHIP SUGGESTIONS 
HYMN 234 CYH “We Would Be Building” 
SCRIPTURE: Psalm 1 
PRAYER 72 CYH 
HYMN 236 CYH 
Together” 


“OQ Christians Leagues 
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DZ 


ONCLE REMUS 
PARTY 


with recipes, too 


by GEORGE BROOKOVER 


Your Luther League is invited to take a trip to the Old South and 
visit your neighbor down there, Uncle Remus by name. 

This party is written in play form so that you can see how one league 
may have planned their party. Use their plans, add some of your own, 
and have a good time. 


Scene 1. Party planning meeting. Befuddled leaguers are 
racking their brains for an idea for a social. Summer is in 
the air, and the lazy wheels aren’t turning. Then suddenly— 


Lona LEAGUER: I know what our league can have for a party! Let’s take 
a trip down to the Old South and visit Uncle Remus. 


Group: An Uncle Remus Party ? 


Lona: Yes. Uncle Remus, created by Joel Chandler Harris, is that be- 
loved character who told folk tales to the plantation children. We 
could easily build a party around that theme. 


KAREN: We've studied him in literature. Our library has many Uncle 
Remus books and I believe we have some at home too. 


Lona: We need committees to work out the specific plans. Karen, I'd 
like for you to be chairman of the decorations committee. 


Bos: Since Uncle Remus is a Southern plantation character, why not move 
the party outdoors and have a campfire? 


KAREN: That would provide just the right atmosphere. Let’s see, we'll 
need tables for the food, if we have refreshments. We could decorate 
those with summer flowers. We'll need some chairs, fold up ones. 


LINDA: Since we're having a campfire, let’s sit around it on logs. Of course, 
we can have some chairs, too. 


LoNA: That just about takes care of decorations. With an outdoor party 
we won't need many. Now, to continue selecting committees. Do you 
want to make this a supper party? 


Boys: Food! Yes! 


Lona: Wilma, you're a good cook. You can be in charge of the food 
committee. 


RoBEN: I love fried chicken. What would be better than southern fried 
chicken at a Southern party? Rice, gravy, green beans, rolls, and 
coffee would be great! Um! 


LONA: That would be fine if we were a small league. But for a large 
league like us—and watching oud budget too—that may be too 
impractical. 


Bit: Wait a minute! I heard that catfish stew is a grand dish for camp- 
fires. It would be especially good for an Uncle Remus Party for it 
is a typical Southern dish. It won’t be as expensive as chicken either. 


WiLMaA: How on earth would | make catfish stew ? 
Bit: My dad knows of a good recipe. I’ll have him look it up for you. 


Witma: O.K. That sounds as if it may be our main course. But what 
on earth would we have with it? 


Bit: Well, we'll need rice to put the stew on. Cole slaw or a tossed 
salad would be good with it. We'll need biscuits, rolls, or just plain 
loaf bread, and a course, a big pot of coffee or ice-cold soft drinks. 
Lemon meringue pie or any favorite dessert would be fine. 


JAN: We'll need some publicity. 


Lona: Good publicity can mean much for the success of a party. This 
committee can send out invitations also. At our next meeting I will 
appoint a clean-up committee. In three weeks—the week before the 
party—we'll have another meeting to see how plans are shaping up. 


Scene 2: Three weeks later. A very enthusiastic group has 
gathered. The decorations committee chairman has given her 
report. All wood for campfire and other necessary items have 
been gathered. The food committee has reported that Catfish 
Stew is what they selected for the main course. The cooks 
have been practicing and everything should go off fine. 
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Lona: Now we'll hear from the program committee. 


CarL: I did some research work in the library and found some Uncle 
Remus books. Since it always takes some time for the party to get 
started, we are going to break the ice with this little game of ‘Iden- 
tify Yourself.’’ As each leaguer arrives, the name of an Uncle Remus 
character—Brer’ Coon, Brer’ Fox, Brer’ Rabbit, Brer’ Possum, Tar 
Baby, etc.—will be pinned to his back. During the course of the 
evening he is to find out what character he represents by asking 
questions that can be answered by “‘yes’’ or “no.” After one has 
guessed who he is, he will put the sign in front of him. If we have 
more people than Uncle Remus characters, we will use the name 
of something connected with the South: corn pone, turnip greens, 
molasses, Mississippi River, Spanish Moss, etc. While the cooks are 
getting the chow on, the others can sit around the camp-fire and 
sing some fun songs. 


After the paper plates are cleared away, everyone can gather 
around the fire for a story telling and song fest. To make the story 
go over better we are going to have Mr. Weeks to dress up as Uncle 
Remus and tell some Uncle Remus stories. He is very good at telling 
stories and he will practice the dialect so he can tell them better. (For 
Uncle Remus, use a leaguer, advisor, pastor, or person who is good 
at story telling. You can use Uncle Remus Stories, legends of the 
South, or legends and stories from your own section of the country.) 


We decided that for variety in the story fest, we could make up 
some stories of our own. We'll have a ball of yarn made up of short 
pieces of yarn or string. The leader will start the story and keep it 
going until he comes to the end of his string, he will pass it on to the 
next person and that person will take up the story. When he gets to 
the end of his string he will pass the ball on. This will continue until 
the ball of yarn is tea te The last person holding the ball will 
have to draw the story to an end. 


To bring our Uncle Remus Party to a beautiful close, we will 
sing some Negro spirituals. We of the committee are going to prac- 
tice in order to lead the group. You know there is only one way to 
sing Negro spirituals. That is in a reverent manner. Negro spirituals 
are the hymns which grew from the hearts of people in bondage. 
They are an expression of deep faith and trust in God. They should 
be sung as they are meant to be sung. Not with all those added mo- 
tions and contortions. We wouldn’t sing hymns in our hymnals that 
way. The Negro spirituals have beautiful stories behind them. Bill is 
going to tell something about some of the Negro spirituals which we 
sing. Jan has a lovely voice and is going to sing solos for some of the 
spirituals while the group hums softly. I think it will prove a very 
enriching experience for all at the party. 


Lona: Thank you, Carl. Your committee has shown a lot of good plan- 
ning. Michael, what has the publicity committee done? 


MICHAEL: We made posters and put them in the Sunday School rooms 
and on the bulletin board. Gil also sent out invitations to each leaguer. 
The invitation looks like this. 


Met a ’possum in de road— 

Brer’ Possum, whar you gwine? 
’se headin’ fer de Luther League 
To hab a won'erful time. 


Brer’ Leaguer, you're invited, too, 
is de date. 


MT ee ee is de place to go, 
So Brer’ Leaguer don't be late. 


RECIPE FOR CATFISH STEW 


(Recipe for six people-proportion for your 
group) 
3 Ibs. dressed catfish 
3 medium sized onions, chopped 
2 medium sized irish potatoes, sliced thin 
VY cup diced celery 
Y% cup chopped green peppers 
1 cup catsup 
2 tabls. Worcestershire sauce 
1 dash tabasco sauce 
salt and pepper to taste 
Y% Ib. Smoked “Streak-a-lean” bacon, diced 


Cook catfish over medium heat with water 
to cover, until meat slips from bone. Remove 
catfish from water. Let cool. Save the broth. 
Place diced bacon in frying pan and cook 
until crisp and brown. Remove bacon. Place 
onions, celery, and green peppers in bacon 
drippings and cook until onions are medium 
brown. Into the broth in which the catfish 
was cooked, put cooked onions, celery, pep- 
pers, bacon, bacon drippings, catfish meat, 


removed from bone, katsup, Worcestershire 
sauce, tabasco sauce, salt and pepper, and 
potatoes. Cook over medium low heat until 
potatoes are well done. Stir frequently to 
prevent sticking. Serve over cooked rice. 


HOW TO FRY CHICKEN— 
THE SOUTHERN FRIED WAY 


Cut dressed chicken into pieces for frying. 
Sprinkle each piece with salt and pepper. 
Roll in sifted flour until well coated. Fry in 
hot fat, enough to half cover chicken. Cook 
until golden brown. Turn over other side un- 
til golden brown. As each piece becomes 
brown and well done, remove from pan. 
Drain on absorbent paper. 

To prepare gravy: When chicken is fried, 
drain off most of the grease leaving about 
2 tablespoons of grease and browned flour 
crumbs. Sprinkle about 2 tablespoons flour in 
pan and let brown. Add 2 cup warm water 
and %2 cup evaporated milk stirring all the 
while to prevent lumping. Cook until thick- 
ened. (Makes gravy for six to eight people.) 


As your campfire dies down and the few smouldering embers flicker 
dimly, join hands in a friendship circle. Hum softly and reverently the 
last spiritual which you sang and then, with bowed heads, thank God for 


this Christian fellowship. 
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by 


E UnGre INE 


SOME LIKE IT HOT 
United Artists 


The title tips you off (consider 
yourself forewarned) but there’s no 
gainsaying that this farce comedy with 
songs is a smash! The mere sight of 
personable Tony Curtis and Jack 
Lemmon masquerading as members of 
an all-girl orchestra is sure to set you 
laughing. Particularly when they're 
tangling (and that’s the only word 
for it) with ‘boop-boop-a-doop” 
Marilyn Monroe! 

As the only living witnesses of a 
gangland killing the boys are being 
sought both by George Raft’s mob- 
sters and F.B.I. operative Pat O’Brien. 
Also in pursuit, but for different rea- 
sons, is amorous Joe E. Brown, a 
millionaire yachtsman. Two hour 
spoof of the roaring 1920s. 
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HOEFTMAN 


THE SOUND AND THE FURY 
20th-Fox 


Despite strong performances on th 
part of Yul Brynner, Joanne Wooc 
ward and Margaret Leighton this filr 
story still is only the decaying Sout 
of William Faulkner's writing: 
Struggling to bring back a once prou 
family name, Yul really is an outside: 
His hopes are based primarily upo 
making something out of a rebellio 
Joanne—the others are too far go 
in their weaknesses and self-pity. 

Powerful tale, adult-rated. Wi 
Stuart Whitman. CinemaScope an 
DeLuxe Color. 


[THE MATING GAME 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 


It’s springtime in the country and 
he birds and the bees are aflittering, 
1ot to mention some young adults in 
his adult-type comedy. Must credit 
Debbie Reynolds with a rollicking per- 
‘ormance (no singing though), put- 
ing poor Tony Randall thru the loops, 
‘rom hayloft to haystack. 


Jebbie and Tony have a taxing argument 


[HE YOUNG LAND 
-olumbia 

Pat Wayne and some other young 
seople get their chance in this early 
California Western and, given some 
wudience sympathy, might just barely 
ring it off. Not that it’s much of a 
story. 

Pat, as a sheriff without either a 


The fact that Tony is a stuffy In- 
ternal Revenue Tax Collector sent 
down from Washington to pry out 
father Paul Douglas makes him fair 
game (especially since Debbie is at 
the marriageable age), and the whole 
happy-go-lucky family joins in the 
chase! Tony hasn’t a chance! 

CinemaScope and MetroColor. 
With Fred Clark and Una Merkel. 


badge or a gun, would ordinarily not 
be long for this world! Arrival of 
U. S. Judge Dan O’Herlihy to conduct 
a legal trial brings on the big court- 
room scene, held in a hides shed. 


Technicolor, with Yvonne Craig 
and Dennis Hopper. Title song, re- 
leased early, has run its course. 
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BOLD 


WHITE STRANGER. By 
Florence E. Beausay. Grand Rapids, 


Michigan: Zondenvan. $2.50. 152 


pages. 

Most of the people you and | meet 
are Christians. How would you deal 
with a person or persons who were 
heathen? What would you say to 
them? How would you act toward 
them? Bold White Stranger is a story 
of such a people and how these people 
turned to God. 

A young man worked in Alaska 
and found out, to his dismay, that the 
greater majority of the people were 
heathen. He and his family moved to 
Alaska to bring the Word of God to 
the people. Many trials and tribula- 
tions confront the family as they work, 
play, and worship together. 

The story has a heart warming end- 
ing that I’m sure junior high school 
students will enjoy very much. 

NADINE Davis 
Wernersville, Penna. 
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SEVENTEEN’S STORIES. Edited 6) 
Babette Rosmond. New York: ]. B 
Lippincott Co. 253 pages. $3.50. 
Babette Rosmond compiled some 

most enjoyable reading matter from 

the pages of Seventeen magazine. Al. 
though the stories run the gamut of 
moods and literary styles, they provide 

a variety of adult-building experiences 

which occur in every teenager's life. 

At first glance the works seem none 
too provocative, but one gets the im. 
pression that Editor Rosmond selectec 
these particular stories because they re- 
veal subtly some pretty important 
things concerning life. 

Plans go awry when “The Weirc 
Sisters’ go on the yacht club picnic 
Turley discovers a new friend in him: 
self when he levels with “The Nigh 
Man.” B. L. finds that ‘‘Junior Year’ 
really is not dull. Then there is the 
mysterious “Bottle Night’ and_ the 
sensitive ‘Rhumba Mosam.”’ 

You will meet an Indian maiden, 


Spanish peasant, an American coed, 
and many other interesting personal- 
ities in Seventeen’s Stories—a pleasure- 
ful addition to any teen library. 

SANDY WILSON 
Gettysburg, Pa. 


ALLISON DAY—WEATHER GIRL. 
By Nell M. Dean. New York: 
Julian Messner, Inc. 192 pages. 
$2.95. 

Do you know what a weather girl 
is? If not, Nell Dean’s book Allison 
Day—W eather Girl will tell you. It 
will also make other careers in weather 
more evident. ; 

The book tells of a young girl 
starting on her first really big job, on 
the opposite side of the country from 
her family. It tells of the friendships 
she makes and the conflicts which arise 
in her new way of life. The story 
evolves about her two major problems, 
a jealous co-worker, and the young 
man whom she loves. 

Allison Day—Weather Girl is a 
typical “romance for young moderns.” 
It is well written and will provide 
warm and enjoyable reading for any 
young girl, or boy, who is interested 
in learning about a new, different, and 
exciting career. 

—CAROL FAGERLUND 

Jackson, Michigan 


LEAGUERS— 


Do you have your 


reservations for the LLA 
convention sent in yet? 
Better hurry. 
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ae ume 


by DAR ROA 


] 1 Corinthians 15:12-19 

Why do Christians believe in 
the resurrection of the dead? What 
is Paul’s primary reason? Look up 
vain and futile. Mighty serious to be 
misrepresenting God! We can do that, 
too, by living drab, defeated lives as 
though Christ were still dead! 


2 1 Corinthians 15:20-28 

To document the fact that Christ 
has been raised from the dead check 
Doctor Luke’s account in Luke 24. 
Insane for the disciples to act on that 
conviction if it were based on false 
evidence. Would they suffer torture 
and cruel death because of a lie? 
Memorize 22. What's the contrast 
there? 


1 Corinthians 15:35-50 

Note this law of life: What you 
sow does not come to life unless it 
dies. A seed can give life to the plant 
within it only if it dies. Similarly our 
bodies only after death fully release 
the “you’’ which is now temporarily 
at home in the tent called your body. 
What a glorious day! Paul calls it 
a Spiritual body. What we will look 
like can be found in 49. 


60 


JUNE 


1 Corinthians 15:51-58 

This paragraph pulsates with 
power and potential beyond words 
Read it aloud! Christ takes the stim, 
out of death. This does not mean tha 
Christians do not grieve. It does meat 
that we need not grieve ‘‘as those wh« 
have no hope.’ Have you discovere: 
57? Memorize 58 for your next nee: 
of courage. 


John 3:1-3 : 

From 1-2 find four observation 
about Nicodemus. He was “a _ bi; 
wheel.” But his burning urge w 
spiritual. Jesus emphasized that t 
grow up first be born anew. To b 
born physically into the world 
essential if one lives. To be born spi 
itually is essential if one wants t 
live in the kingdom of God. 


Ezekiel 36:22-27 

During the time that Israel w 
captive by Babylon, God’s ma 
Ezekiel, repeatedly reminded God 
people of the purpose of their ca 
tivity. Because of their unspeakab 
sinfulness God had premitted the 
punishment. By it they would c 
to know that I am the Lord. 


2 Timothy 2:1-5 

Many youth find this a favorite 
passage. We can be strong if we live 
in the grace that is in Christ Jesus. 
Note this thrilling chain reaction— 
what you have heard you entrust to 
faithful man who will be able to teach 
others also. The Christian life is never 
ours to have without giving away! 


1 Peter 5:6-11 

Memorize 7. Underline every 
word. Even if no one else cares, Christ 
cares about you! Satan literally means 
adversary. Devil means accuser. Un- 
derline devour. Don’t be puzzled by 
the experience of suffering for this is 
required of your brotherhood through- 
out the world. Take comfort in 10. 


9 1 Timothy 1:12-17 

Link this with the previous 
paragraph. Have you thanked God 
today for strength for your tasks and 
for appointment to His service? See 
Acts 9 for commentary on 13-14. 
Memorize 15. Jesus means Savior! 
Underline J have received mercy. An- 
other beautiful benediction is 17. 


10 1 Peter 1:3-9 


We have been born anew is 
explained by Jesus in John 3. Accord- 
ing to Peter, how? And why? (Find 
two answers for how and why.) What 
does this refer to in 6? The Christian 
faith does not endure pain and prob- 
lems but uses them to glorify God! 
The outcome, 9? 


11 1 John 2:12-17 


Underline your sins are for- 
given. Luther assures that “where 
there is forgiveness of sin there is life 
and salvation.” Does young men in- 
clude you? Note the secret of strength. 


14b. The choice is either/or. Observe 
that flesh and Jife are good in them- 
selves but that lust (look it up) is of 
the world. 


| Ezekiel 34:1-16 

For each phrase suggest to 
yourself a spiritual application. Don’t 
overlook footnotes like Mt. 9:36 and 
Mk. 6:36. Be encouraged by 12b. Find 
any Missionary motivation in 137 
Compare Ps. 23:2 with 1éa. 


/ John 10:1-11 

This pictureful passage out- 
lines exactly where you stand with 
Christ. Even if others forget your 
name. He calls His own... by name! 
Observe, the sheep follow Him, 4. 
Compare Rev. 3:20 with 9. Underline 
10b. Crazy to assume that following 
Christ is dull because we must give 
up so much. We become heir not only 
of earth but of all heaven! Memorize 
10-11. 


/ Matthew 14:22-23 

Christ needed to retreat in or- 
der to advance. In the first paragraph 
His cousin John had been beheaded. 
Now when Jesus heard this. He with- 
drew. But the crowds still needed Him. 
His intense giving of Himself needed 
refreshment, 23. Your taking a “Quiet 
Time’ is not at all strange. It’s both 
normal and needful for a maturing 
Christian life! How long was Christ 
by Himself? Fourth watch of the 
night by Roman reckoning meant sun- 
rise! 
/ John 21:15-19 

If you are puzzled about this 

passage, wondering why Jesus repeats, 


ask your pastor. His study of the 
Greek will delight you with some 
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surprising insights. The point? See the 
last two words of the paragraph re- 
peated at the end of 22. We can only 
feed God’s people when we are follow- 
ing God’s Son! 


7 Ezekiel 34:20-31 

Underline the first phrase ot 
22. Have you permitted God to follow 
up this promise with you? What else 
does He promise to do? List each. If 
you cannot include yourself in 21 see 
Ps. 23 and John 5:24. Still wonder- 
ing? Linger long with John 1:12. 


/ John 18:1-11 

Let your imagination carry you 
back across the Kidron valley, where 
there was a garden. Jesus and His dis- 
ciples are entering. Slipping in on the 
other side are a sneeky band. Included 
in that band was a friend of Jesus, 
Judas. What happened? Why did 
they draw back and fall to the ground 
when Jesus spoke? Love is the most 
powerful weapon out! Peter acted as 
if a sword was the more powerful. Try 
melting your opposition by love. 


/ Acts 20:28-32 

Paul’s touching farewell with 
the leaders of the church at Ephesus 
bears repeated reading. As a leader of 
Christian youth apply 28. How have 
you fed your friends through your 
witness of Christ’s blood shed for you ? 
Expect opposition. How beautiful this 
benediction, 32! 


/ Psalm 66 

No problem in front of us is 
as great as God’s power behind us, 3. 
Compare 5a and 16. Fervent evangel- 
ism here! Teenagers who feel rebelli- 
ous can find cause for pause in 7. 
Praise God by reading 8-9 aloud. 
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2 Job 38:1-11 

We who think we know « 
much through science about our worlc 
need to remind ourselves of our feebl: 
answers to these questions. We Chris 
tians need to use but not abuse th 
privilege of the scientific method. Lis 
just a few of the achievements throug 
science that we can thank God for 
Now list the many areas that scienc 
is still groping over. 


2 Job 42:1-10 


God, in the previous fou 
chapters, asked repeated questions tha 
awed Job into silence. Job cried out 
I despise myself and repent in dus 
and ashes. God accepted Job’s chang 
of mind and permitted the restoratio 
of his fortunes. This Book reminds u 
of the ever modern miracle of ne 
life for us who bend to God’s will. 


2 Isaiah 65:17-19 

These words set your soul t 
singing, especially when read aloud 
Look around you each day this wee 
to see how you may be glad and re 
joice forever in that which 1 creat 
What is the matter if you are not en 
joying your work, 22c? Underline an 
memorize 24. 


2 Colossians 1:15-18 

Who is the 4e? Have you eve 
wondered why you exist? 16b answer§ 
clearly. You were created for Hin 
Have you wondered about the co 
plexities of creation. Christ is the a 
swer, for in Him all things hold to 
gether. When you are falling qin 
chances are you are falling away fro 
Christ! 


2 


Romans 8:18-32 
It’s good to be reminded 


ruths like 18, 26, and 28. I’m com- 

rted that the Spirit intercedes for the 
Be God's purpose is that we might 
Ne comforted to the image of His Son. 
“o effect more Christ-likeness God 
ssures that in everything God works 


or good for those who love Him. 


25 Revelation 21:1-5 
These final two chapters in our 


sible can encourage us with brightness 
or the darkest of days. John saw a 


1ew heaven and a new earth... the 
Toly City, the New Jerusalem .. . 
repared as a bride .. . What a day! 


What did the great voice say? 3-4 is 
vell worth waiting for. 


2 Revelation 5:1-14 

This transcendent grandeur far 
xcells words. The four leading crea- 
ures, the 24 elders, a hundred mil- 
ion angels, and the whole created uni- 
erse join in ecstatic thanksgiving over 
he redemption of man. In heaven 
verybody sings! Does your voice 
hrough words and music echo that 
rreat choral union of 12-13? 


97: Timothy 3:16 
What “3:16”- passages have 


ou memorized? We can’t understand 
verything we believe. Great indeed, 
ve confess, is the mystery of our re- 
igion. We can’t understand how God 
yecame man and was later taken up in 
lory yet we believe it and in believing 


we have life in His name! (See John 
20:21.) Linger long on each phrase in 
this poetic portion. 
y, Acts 16:25-34 

Do you find the reason why 
this paragraph is included this week 
under ““THE SINGING CHURCH” ? 
Strange to be praying and singing 
hymns to God 7m prison around mid- 
night. The Roman jailor was respon- 
sible with his own life for his prison- 
ers. God’s men are interested in sav- 
ing both souls and lives, 28. No more 
critical. question can be asked than 30. 
Could you explain to a sixth-grader 
Paul’s answer to this question, 31? 

Luke 19:29-44 


2 To stifle singing would be as 
natural, suggests Jesus, as to watch 
stones speak, 40. Treat your friends 
to the smile of a song on your lips. A 
delightful disposition is a by-product 
of the melody of forgiveness in my 
heart. Picture Jesus looking at the 


world in 41-44, 
3 Matthew 21:12-17 

Why memorize 13? Jesus was 
not always a tender teacher whose only 
weapon was words. Prayer here is 
Greek, means ‘‘pouring out.” In wor- 
ship we “‘pour out”’ our sins, anxieties, 
and thanks to God that He might pour 
in a flood of forgiveness. 


Do you see that boy over there annoying Patty? 
Why, he isn’t even looking at her! 
That's what’s annoying her. 


What does a skunk say when the wind changes? 


It all comes back to me now. 
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CLATTER 
by CONRAD 


so cool he froze 


I hate to waste time—mine or any- 
one else’s. On the latest trip, I found 
myself with five hours of left-over 
time between the last of a series of 
conferences and the arrival of the mid- 
night train that was to jostle me back 
to Philadelphia. So, I parked my lug- 
gage and took off for the nearest 
library. 

As I moseyed along a walled-row of 
stacks in the reading room, the first 
shelved-book that caught my eye was 
The Encyclopedia of Jazz by Leonard 
Feather. For the next couple hours, 
this book and I were bosom buddies. 

The book contains 1,100 biogra- 
phies of anybody who is anybody— 
plus a few nobodies—in the field of 
jazz. I covered the best of the crop— 
the best in both my estimation and the 
book’s estimation. 

Andre Previn, one of my like-to- 
listen-to-him boys, didn’t get much 
space. He rated about one-sixth of a 
page, contrasted with two and three 
page write-ups for some of the longer 
established jazzmen and jazzwomen. 

The one feature that struck me 
about Previn’s biographical sketch was 
that the author listed the brilliant 
pianist’s ambition: “Andre’s ambition 
is to write a large-scale work for sym- 
phony orchestra with jazz soloists.” 
(I didn’t note another jazzer in the 
book with a reported ambition. ) 

Within a week after I read those 
words, Life Magazine ran its feature 
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story on Samuel Goldwyn, the pro- 
ducer of “Porgy and Bess,” one of | 
filmland’s costliest. Twenty-nine year 
old Previn came mighty close to reach- 
ing his ambition with his musical 
arranging-directing job for ‘Porgy and | 
Bess.” | 

According to Life, Goldwyn, Gersh- 
win, Previn, and a few others gath- 
ered at Goldwyn’s house to hear the 
premiere pre-recorded musical score 
for the film. 

“*Turn it up,’ called Mr. Goldwyn 
For the next 45 minutes the famou 
Gershwin songs—Summertime; Bes. 
You Is My Woman, Now; It Aim’ 
Necessarily So; I Got Plenty of Nut 
tin’—soared through the room. Whe 
it was over, everyone sat still for 
moment, stupefied both by the emo 
tional quality of the music and by it 
sheer volume. 

“Goldwyn was the first to rise. Wi 
tearful glints of pleasure in his eyes 
he walked to the chair where Andre 
Previn was sitting. Previn got up and 
smiled at Goldwyn. ¥ 

“The producer put his hand on 
Previn’s head and tousled his hair. 
‘You ought to be proud, kid,’ Gold- 
wyn said huskily. Then with the air of 
a man who speaks absolute truth, hi 
added, ‘You should never do anoth 
thing in your life.’” 

Ambition attained at age 29! 

Ambition—of the right sort—is 
worthwhile character ingredient. Mi 
mortals have ambitions. But the f 
too seldom faced is that the onk 
trick that will turn ambition 1 
reality is hard work, more hard wo 
and some more of the same stuff. 
I'll stop, so you can get back 
work! 


